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LETTER I. 

Of my Situation as an Alien. 
My Friends and Neighbours, 

WHEN any perfon becomes an object 
of more fufpicion than he wifhes to lie under, he na- 
turally appeals to thofe who have had the beft oppor- 
tunity of knowing him ; and if they be latisfied with 
lelpecl to his conduct, it is the beft means of fatisfying 
Others. This unpleafant charader of zfufpeBed ptrfon, 
hoftile to the country in which I live, aggravated by 
the confideration of its having afforded me protection 
when I could not live with comfort, or even with fafe- 
ty, in my native country, you well know I have borne 

for fome time. 

i I think 
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I think it barely poflibie for a man who has, in 
the five years that I have been among you, done fo little 
of an offenfive nature, to have become the object: of 
more fufpicion and rancour than I have incurred. I he 
moft popular writer in this country, and who receives 
the greateft countenance from the perfons in power, 
- ^\ys, " I hope I mail fee the malignant old Tartuff 
' ; of Northumberland begging his bread thro' the ftreets 
" of Philadelphia, and ending his days in the poor 
" houfe, without a friend to clofc his eyes." The curie 
of-ErnuIphus in Triitram Shandy does not exceed 
this. 

In order to keep as clear as poflibie, and as free 
from fufpicion, with refpect to the politics of this coun- 
try, I did not chufe even to be naturalized, and the 
Prefident, to whom I mentioned my objection to it, 
much approved of my rcfolution. But I find that this 
precaution has not availed me any thing. 

Being an alien, the Prefident has been again and a- 
i called upon to carry into execution againft me the 
late a£l of congrefs refpe6ling aliens. It has heen faid, 
that ' : if what I have done paffes unnoticed by govern- 
" inent, it will operate as the greateft encouragement that 
"its enemies. have ever received. Thej' will fay, and 
" juftly too, that tho' the Prefident is armed with pow- 
" er, he is afraid to make ufc of it, 'and that the alien law 

{: is a mere bug bear." 

<_> 

I hope, however, to convince you that fuch 
order would be cruel and unjufi; for that I am not fo 
very dangerous a perfbn as this writer and his pai 
fuppofe. 

That I may conduct this addrefs to you with fomt 
regard to method, I ftiall firfl confider what is object- 
ed i om what / am, and then from what I have 
-. After this I (hall tell you what I think, b 

reipeel to your government in general, and ths 
lute adminiftration of it, with the reafons on which mr 

opinions 
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opinions are founded; and thus you will know bet- 
ter than you can do at prefent what to think of me, 
and of my accufers too. In doing this I fhall, with 
Pope, 

pour out all myfelf as plain, 

As honeft Shippen, or as old Montagne. 
In the firft place, then, I am to confider what is 
obje&ed to me from what / am. In fome refpe&s 
neither praife nor blame will attach to what a man is, 
becaufe it was not in his power to have been any other. 
It will not, for inftance, be objected me, at leaft as an 
unfavourable circumftance, that I am a native of Eng- 
land, even by thofe whofe greatf ft boaft it is that they 
are native Americans. Nor mall J be cenfured for 
faying, what I always have done, and what with great 
truth I repeat, that I am proud of my native country, 
and am as lincere a well wifher to it as any American 
can be to this country. It does not depend on ourfelves, 
but upon our parents, and upon God, who affigns to 
every man his proper flation and duty, where we fhall 
be born. 

But of what importance is it where I was born, 
or whence I came ; whether I dropped among you 
from the clouds, or rofe out of the earth. Here I am. 
Here is my family. Here is my property, and every 
thing elfe that can attach a man to any place. Let any 
perfon only view my houfe, my garden, my library, 
mv laboratory, and the other conveniences with which 
I am furrounded, and let him withal confider my age, 
and the little difpofition that I have fhewn to ramble 
any whither, and fay whether any perfon among your- 
felves, or in the United States, could remove with more 
difficulty, or with more lofs, than I fhould do. And 
yet there are great numbers who would think no more 
of an order to fend me out of the country (which it is 
in the power of the Prefident to give, and even without 
deigning to give me a hearing) than it I was a pauper, 

without 



4 To the Inhabitants 

without houfc or home j and they would rejoice a» 
much in it as if I had been a burden to the diftrift. 

It is furely, alfo, as probable that I mall have a 
real attachment to a country, and the government of it, 
to which I came voluntarily, and from a preference of 
them to any other, as if I had been a native, and conle- 
quently had had no choice in the cafe. Is itfuppofed 
by my adverfaries that I have any predilection for 
England, or the government of it, merely becaufe 
I was born there ? 

If I am an alien myfelf, my fons are naturalized ; 
and muft not a father feel for them ? Can he be an 
enemy to the country to which they belong ? 

You will fmile to hear my accufer fay that I live 
in " ajhed, which I dignify with the name a houfe " 
when you know that, with refpect both to convenience 
and elegance, it is fuperior to any houfe in the county, 
and excepting Philadelphia, and its neighbourhood 
there are perhaps few that are equal to it in the whole 
State. It would be abetter founded objection to fay, 
that its ; mce is too Ariftocratical for the habita- 

tion of a I nocrat. My library and philofophical 
apparatus are, without boafting, fuperior to any thing 
of the kind in this country, and of much more value 
than my houfe. 

He alfo fays that, " like Mr. Vaughan, I fhall 
M leave this country in dudgeon the moment I can 
" do it with a profpecl of living elfewhere with fafetv 
" and in eafe." You who know the provifion I have 
made for fpending, my days with comfort here, are bet- 
ter judges of the probability of this than any perfon at 
, a diftance can be. Mr. Gobbet's account of myfelf, 
and my conduct, in his pamphlet on the fubjecl of my 
emigration, has juft as much of truth in it as his account 
of my houfe and my intentions. 

It is, however, mofl ferioufly objected to me that 
I am a French citizen, and have adopted French prin- 
ciples ; 
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Hples ; a id in the opinion of many perfons thofe prin- 
ciples a?e truly diabolical, fo that I might as well have 
come to you from the infernal regions. This I feel to be 
dangerous ground ; but having undertaken to give 
you the beft account that I can of what I am, I mall, 
if you will have the courage to follow me, venture upon 
it in my next Letter. In the mean time, I am, 

My Friends and Neighbours, 

Your fincerely, 

J. PRIESTLEY. 



LETTER II. 

Of French Citizen/hip, and French Principles. 
My Friends and Neighbours, 

IN my lad I promifed to confider what 
is obje&ed to me as a Citizen of France. This I find 
to be an accufation of a very ferious nature. For on 
this account alone it is taken for granted that I mujl be 
an enemy to this country, which for fome time pad has 
been in a date nearly bordering on open hoftility with 

France. Mr. H confiders it as a fufhcient proof 

of Mr. Cooper's being inimical to this country, that, 
on a late occafion, he was fuppofed to have a&ed in 
concert with me ; as if I was not only avowedly hof- 
tile to this country myfelf, but muft ncceffarily com- 

municatt 



6 To the Inhabitants 

niunicafce the fame hofliie difpofition to all perfons who 
have any communication with me, 

But, my friends, hear a little reafon on this fub- 
jeft. You have heard a great deal that is not reafon, 
but mere pafiionate declamation upon it ; and efpeci- 
ally attend to the circumltance of the time in which I 
wa* made a citizen of France, and the occafion of it. 
It xvas fimply as a well known friend of general liber- 
ty, in confequence of my having written in defence of 
the liberties of America, as well as thofe of France, 
and as one who had fuffered in the caufe. 

Coniider alfo thatat that time there wasnofufpici- 
of a war between England and France. The French 
king was then living, the constitution of France was 
then reduced to a limited monarchy refembling that of 
England, and other Englifhmen, and among them 
Mr. Wilberforcc, a faft friend of Mr. Pitt, were made 
citizens of France. He was diflinguifhed in this man- 
ner on account of his taking the lead in the meafures 
that were adopted for the abolition of the (lave trade. 
It was alfo, I believe, at the fame time that your Gene- 
ral Wafhington received the fame compliment ; and 
furely you do not for this fufpeel him of being your 
enemy. 

In thefc circumftances it is very poffible that any 
native American might not have thought it at all dif- 
reputable to have been made a citizen of France, ob- 
noxious as the character happens to be at prefent. I 
certainly confider it as an honour to me, and think that 
I have more reafon to be proud of it than of being a 
native of any country whatever. I wifh I had done 
more to deferve it. 

But it is alleged by thofe who wifh to make the 
moft or every circumflance that can be conftrued to 

prejudice, that, befides being a citizen of France, 
I was defter! a member of the Conventional Affembly, 
appointed for the purpofe cf framing a new conftitu- 

tion 
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tion for that detefled country and this implies a nearer 
relation to it. To this, alio, I plead guilty. I was 
clefted in a great number of the departments of France, 
I v. as informed that I mould have been elected in 
many more, but that it was well understood that I cer- 
tainly mould be in others. I mould have been elect- 
ed for the department cf Paris, if it had not been for 
the oppofition of Robefpierre, who very properly ob- 
jected to it, as net fit for any foreigner. I favv the ho- 
nourable propofal in the fame light. I was pleafed 
with the compliment, but declined the office ; and 
what could the proudeft native American have don« 
more ? Thefe circumitances, I am willing to think, 
will be deemed to operate as fome extenuation of my 
offence. 

Confider. alfo, the change that has taken place 
with refpect to opinions, as well as other things, in the 
laft five years among yourfelves. When I came to this 
country, in the year 1794, I found the people in ge- 
neral in unifon with me on this fubjeft. On all public 
occafions, Succefs to the arms of Franc: was never o- 
mittcd among the toads that were drank. Complaints 
were at that time univerfally made againft the inlolcnce 
and injuftice of the Englilh, and even an open rupture 
with England was generally expected. There was no 
complaint of 1 rinciphs then, tho' they wei 

fame that they are re x. They were univerfally con- 
fidered as the principles of general liberty, and the 
fame with American principles, that is republican, in 
oppofition to monarchical. The change, therefor-, I 
has taken p;ace is not in me, but in the people here ; 
and confidering that old men do not eafily change their 
fentiments, or attachments, if I mult change, you ntaft 
allow me more time, , I cannot pretend to fix ; 

but I fhall be as expeditious as I can. 

If by French principles be meant the principles of 
the French government, t do net fee where they differ 

in 
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in any thing that is efiential from thofe of your own. 
In neither of the two conftitutions are there any here- 
ditary honours or powers. All offices are elective, and 
for a moderate time. In both there are three difti n& 
powers, an executive, a fenate, and a houfe of repre- 
fentatives; tho' not called by the fame names, or con- 
nected in quite the fame manner ; and in neither of the 
countries is there any form of religion eftablifhed by 
law. 

The great outline of the two conftitutions is there- 
fore the very fame. In fome other things they differ, 
as in their executive there are^xxrperfons, and in yours 
only one. But which of them is beft adapted to anfwer 
its end experience only can decide. Tho' each has its 
peculiar advantages, as in a future letter I may fhew, and 
I am difpofed to give the preference to that of this 
country ; yet as far as I can fee, either of them may 
do very well, and whatever is found to be inconvenient 
in either of them may be changed at a proper time. So 
great an agreement as this might be expected to lay a 
foundation for friend (hip , efpecially as the French na- 
tion, with whatever view (which it does not behove any 
{late to fcrutinize very narrowly) gave you material ai- 
fiftance in afferting your liberties, and then followed 
your example in averting their own; changing their 
monarchical government for a republican one. 

The moil opprobious appellation with which thofe 
who call themfelves Fedcralijls reproach us, as a confe- 
quence of our adopting French principles, is that of 
democrats. Democracy, they feem to think, the greateft 
of all crimes, and the perfons chargeable with it not fit 
to be tolerated in any regular government. But my 
friends, pray confider what democracy really means. It 
fignifies nothing morethan the government of the people, 
or a conftitution in which the people chufe all their 
magiftrates, and in which the magiibates are accounta- 
ble to the people, or their representatives, for their con- 

duft 
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du6l in office, which is exactly the conftitution of 
this country. Every man, therefore, who is not a de- 
mocrat is an enemy to this conftitution. What il range 
and arbitrary meanings our enemies may annex to this 
word I cannot tell, nor do I believe they know them- 
felves; but I have not yet met with any democrat who 
ufed the word in any other fenfe than that which I have 
now given to it. 

Our enemies will tell you that by democracy we 
mean a (late of anarchy and confufion, a government 
by mobs, and an equalization of all property. But 
can any of you really believe that a perfon of my fmall 
property would wifh for fuch a ftate as this, or that a 
perfon of my age would like to fcramble among the 
ftrongeft of you for what I could get. If that was to 
be the cafe, I mould expect, to be very foon turned out 
of my houfe, and left to ftarve among you. If you 
can be made to believe this of us, you are eafily impof- 
ed upon indeed, and might be made to fear left the Iky 
fhould fall, that fire might be fet to your river, or that 
an army of French canibals may crofs the Atlantic in a 
fleet of balloons, land on the blue mountain, and eat up 
all your children for their firft breakfaft. For thefe are- 
not more improbable than the other. 

As by democracy we mean a government of the 
people, and not of the mob, fo by equality we mean an 
equality of rights, and of power both to acquire pro- 
perty, and to keep it ; the equality that actually ex- 
ifts in this country. This has been explained fo often 
that our enemies muft knovtf it to be our whole mean- 
ing. 

You are angry at the French for their captures of 
your fhips, as you were before at the Englifh on the 
,fame account, and I believe you had reafon in both 
cafes. But do not lay the blame on French or Englifh 
principles, but on the adminiftration of the countries. 
The French themfelves are far from approving of the 

C conduct 
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condua of all their rulers, and flill lefs of all that are 
employed by them. Why then muft I be fuppofed to 
approve of all the attrocities of Robefpierre, with 
which I am continually charged, merely becaufe I am 
an adopted citizen of France. I condemn them as 
much as you can do, and hope they will not occur a- 
gain. I find, however, that, in the opinion of fome, 
I muft bear the blame of all that has been done in 
France, even fince I have had no communication with 
that country, or knowledge of what pafles in it, and 
perhaps of all the crimes that may be committed there 
after I am dead. 

But they who are the loudeft in their exclamati* 
on againfl French principles, appear to me to know 
nothing of any principles of government. For it is 
impofhbie to reprobate the general principles of the 
French government, and not include thofe of the A- 
merican government in the fame cenfure. It may, 
therefore, be fairly prefumed that they are dilfatisfied 
with this government, and wiih to overturn it. This 
would give me the greateft concern. I came hither 
from the preference I gave to it ; and any material 
change in it would certainly, old as I am, drive me 
away again. With your immortal Franklin, I fay 
Where liberty is, there is my country. Of the American 
conftitution, I therefore fay, EJlo ptrpetua. 

I am, &c. 



LETTER 



Of Northumbtrland, &?#, 1 1 



LETTER III. 

Of my Right to treat of Subjects of civil Policy, and the 
Advantages I have had for acquiring Knowledge of 
this Kind, 

My Friends and Neighbours, 

HAVING confidered what is objected 
to me on account of what I am, I proceed to what I 
have done ; and indeed this is of much more impor- 
tance than the other. For what does it fignify what 
any man is, or what character he fuftains, if he do 
nothing in confequence of it. But it is urged againil 
me that I have not been an idle fpefctator of what is 
palling ; for that I actually bufy myfelf in the poli- 
tics of the country, and with thefe it is faid I have 
nothing to do. 

Before I inform you what I have done, or what I 
have not done, give me leave to obferve that, tho' I am 
an alien, I cannot allow that I have no right to have 
an opinion with refpect to the government of the coun- 
try in which I live, or to exprefs my opinion, in words 
or in writing, if I be fo difpofed. 

Can any man, whofe perfon and property are in 
any country, be wholly unconcerned about the con- 
duct; of its affairs. Tho' a man may be a mere pajjen- 
ger in a fhip, muft he be content to fee it futTer, or 
fink, and not give his opinion how it might be faved, 
becaufe he is not the owner, the captain, or any officer 
on board acting under him. I have heard, indeed, of 
a man who when he was alarmed with the cry of fire in 
thehoufe in which he was fleeping, faid "what is that to 
me, I am only a lodger. But his conduct is not gene- 
rally thought worthy of imitation. 

When 
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When Dean Swift, who was an Englishman re- 
nding in Ireland, wrote about the politics of that coun- 
try, and by his Drapier's Letters prevented the circu- 
lation of Wood's halfpence, was there any complaint 
of his interference on account of his being a foreigner ? 
And had I done any thing pleafing to thofe who now 
complain of my conduct, their complaints would not 
have been heard. Do the fame perfons complain of 
the writings of Peter Porcupine, who, as an alien, Hands 
in the fame predicament with myfelf ? Had I, like 
him written any thing in praife of the meafures of ad- 
miniflration, I might have done it without any cenfure, 
as well as he. 

On the principles of my accufers, had I difco- 
vered a certain method of preventing or curing the 
- ellow fever, or of deflroying the Heffian fly, I muft 
nor have divulged it becaufe I am an alien. But if I 
be at liberty to do good, it mull be what I myfelf deem 
8:0 be good, and in my own way alfo, and with refpeci 
t3 all fubjecls indiicnminately, that of politics not ex- 
cepted. A aother muft not think, judge, or act, for 
me. 

If I had nothing at flake in the country (and I 
have much more than thoufands of native Ameri- 
cans) is it poffible for a man to fee any company, in 
which, from the prefent interefling ftate of public af- 
fairs, there is hardly any other topic of converfation 
than politics, or read your new fpapers, in which topics 
of this kind are continually difcuflcd, and form no o- 
pinion about them ; and if he have an opinion, can 
he forbear to let his acquaintance know what that opini- 
on is. when perhaps they are inquifitive, and wifh to 
know it. 

I have another apology to make for the conduct, 
that is objected to me. Having never had much ca- 
pacity for the more aBive purfuits of life, I had from 
very early years a turn for /peculation on every fubje& 

that 
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that has become before me ; and they have been very 
various, as my writings will fhew. Among them po- 
litics, in fuch a country as England, could not be ex- 
cluded, any more than religion, or philofophy. And 
being now old, and of courfe lefs a£tive, I am more 
difpofed to think, and, having more experience, I 
prefume I am rather better qualified for it than e- 
ver. Have the candour, therefore, to bear with my 
thinking, and with my talking and writing too, as 
you do with refpeel: to other old men, tho' you fhould 
be of opinion that what I think, fpeak, or write, is 
not fo much to the purpofe as you could wifh it to 
be. 

As I own I am fometimes difpofed to think, 
and to fpeak on the fubjeel: of politics, as well as on 
other topics, you muft excufe my vanity, if I imagine 
that I am in fome meafure not unqualified for it. 
At leaft I have, in the courfe of a very various life, had 
the means of acquiring fome political knowledge. 

I was feven years in the family of the Marquis of 
Lanfdown, which was altogether a political houfe, 
where I daily faw, and converfed with, the fir ft poli- 
ticians not only of England, but from all parts of Eu- 
rope. And, independent of that connexion, I have 
had more or lefs intercourfe with molt of the political 
living characters whofe names you have heard menti- 
oned, and with many that you have not heard of. 
Betides the principal politicians of England, both in 
and out of the miniflry, I was perfonally acquainted 
with fome of the moll eminent in France, both be- 
fore and lince the revolution ; as Mr. Turgot, Mr. 
Neckar, Mr. Brilfot, Mr. Pethion, and the Due de 
Rochfocault, who was my conftant correfpondent 
from the time that I was in France to that of his un- 
fortunate death. 

I am lenfible that what I am now laying will have 
t':e air of boailing. But if, as Solomon fays, there be 

a time 
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« time for all things, my prefent fituation may juftify 
it in me, as a fimilar one did in the apoftle Paul. 

Tho' my writings, as you may fee by the catalo- 
gue of them, relate chiefly to theology, philofophy, 
or general literature, fome of them are political, efpe- 
cially my Eflay on the fir Jl principles of government and 
my LeBures on Hijlory and General policy, which are 
read in fome of your colleges. As well for the compo- 
fition of this work, as to enlarge my knowledge of the 
fubje&, there are few political publications of much 
note that I have not read, and with feveral of the 
later and the mofl eminent writers on fubjedts of po- 
licy I was perfonally acquainted, as the Abbe Raynal, 
and Dr. Adam Smith, the author of the celebrated 
treatife on the wealth of nations. If, therefore, I have 
no knowledge of the fubjeft of politics, it has not been 
for want ot the means, or the opportunity of ac- 
quiring it. 

I fhould hardly have been thought of as a pro- 
per perfon for a member of the conventional affembly' 
of France, chofen in what are reckoned the beft times 
of their revolution, for the exprefs purpofe of forming 
a new conftitution of government for that country, 
if I had not had fome character for knowledge of this 
kind. My knowledge of theology, or chemiftry, would 
not have recommended me to that fituation. 

Your Prefident, with whom I am well acquainted 
when he was ambaflador in England, and with whom 
I correfponded from that time till he was advanced to 
hi* prefent fituation, will excufe me if on this occafion 
I quote his authority. Having in one of my publica- 
tions declared my preference of one of his political 
maxims to that which was maintained by Dr. Franklin, 
he fays in one of his letters, that he confiders it as " a 
" compliment which he holds very precious." With Dr. 
Franklin, who was as much a political as a philofophical 
charader, I was intimately acquainted many years. 

His 
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His letters to me would have made a very large vo- 
lume. Three of them he has publifhed in his mif- 
cellaneous works. 

Notwithftanding thefe advantages which I have 
had for public information, and the observation and 
experience of a long life, many of the young men of 
this country, being native Americans, think them- 
felves, I doubt not, much wifer than I pretend to be, 
and will make very light of any opinions of mine. Be 
it fo. It is in the order of Providence that fucceeding 
generations fhould grow wifer than the preceding ones ; 
and if the youngefl of the native Americans will teach 
me any thiug, I fhall not think myfelf too old to learn. 

The great principles of found policy are not, 
in my opinion, above the comprehenfion of young 
men, and even fuch as have not had the advantage of 
a learned education. The circumftances that contri- 
bute to the flourifhing ftate of a country, which is the 
proper object of all civil policy, are eafily known, and 
the operation of them in all particular cafes would be 
as eafily underflood, did not prejudice and paffion mif- 
lead men's judgments. But in confequence of this, 
the Schemes of Tome of the moil profound politicians 
have brought nations to the very brink of ruin. What 
is it that has been effected by the great politicians of 
Europe in the laft century, befides involving their res- 
pective countries in a ftate of perpetual war ? When 
has peace been made, but when the people werefo 
exhaufted that war could not have been carried on any 
longer ? And in confequence of thefe violent exerti- 
ons, are they not all loaded with debts which neither 
the prefent nor any future generation will ever be able 
to pay, and which muft haften the period of bankrupt' 
iy, and revolution, which they fo much dread. Can 
you contemplate all this and call it wifdom ? 

Since, however, the fubjecl of politics has not in 
itfclf any greater difficulty attending it than even young 

men 
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men may fin-mount; and fince it is chiefly pajfion that 
miflqads men's judgment with refpect to it, it is furely 
the lefs prefumption in old men, whofe paffions are ge- 
nerally more under the command of reafon than thofe 
of young men, to think and write upon it. 

I am 3 &c. 



LETTER IV. 



Of what I have done with Refpecl to the Politics of 
this Country. 

My Friends, and Neighbours, 

THO' I have not been prevented by 
any peculicar difficulty that there is in the fubjecT; of 
Politics, or by the fuppofed impropriety of an alien at- 
tending to it, from taking a part in your political 
differences, I have had other views and purfuits; and 
having had much leifure in this country, I have done 
fo much in other ways, that I think lean convince you 
that I cannot poffibly have been that bufy, intriguing, 
and dangerous politician, that I am represented to have 
been. 

Of my publications in England, which I believe 
are about an hundred, very few relate to politics. My 
publications in this country are not lefs than twelve, 
all theological or philosophical, befides three articles 
on the Tranfaclions of the Society at Philadelphia, and 
eleven that are printed in the Medical Repofdory at 
New- York ; three more are fent, but are not yd 

printed ; 
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printed; and I have four or five articles ready to fend 
to the Society at Philadelphia. * 

Befides thefe works, I have juft printed in this 
place a large volume intitled a Comparijon of the Injii- 
tutions of M ifis with thofc of the Hindoos and other an- 
cient nations. I have com poled a Continuation of my 
Church hijiory to the prefent time, which will make fix 
volumes 8vo, and about as many of Notes on the Old 
and New Tef anient, part indeed compofed in England, 
but deftroyed at the riots in Berrmngham, and recompo- 
fed here. Yon will pleafe to obfei ve that in merely 
writing muck there is no other merit than that oiinduj- 
try, a quality which I believe my grcatcft enemies 
will allow me. 

Tho' I have written fo much fince I have refided 
in this place, I generally fpend the greateft part of my 
time in my laboratory, making experiments, the objed 
of which is not gain, but the extenfion of natural 
knowledge. Judge then yourfelves whether it has 
been pofjiblc for me to have given much attention to 
the peculiar politics of this country. 

It is true, as I have obferved, that I could not 
help forming feme opinion on fubject-s that are conti- 
nuity before me ; and I will not deny that it accords 
better with mv former principles and habits of think- 
to take part with thofe who difapprove of the late 
meafures of your government, and are generally cal- 
led Democrats, than with thole who call thcmlelves 
Fedcralills, whofe language and fentiments appear to 
J d me 

* In philofcp=iy I am combating the principles of the 
French chemtjhy ; and as every thing that is French is now un- 
popular the Federalists may be expeded to with me fuccefs. 
Of this however I am as confident as the allied powers are that 
they (hall conqmr France, and overturn its republican govern- 
ment, tho' at prefent almoft all chemifts in this country, as 
vvcll as in Europ-, are ilrongly attached to it. 
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me to be very congenial to rhofr. of the friends of mo- 
narchy, and high maxims of government, in England. 
My political opinions, however, I have not been for- 
ward to obtrude on others; and if the private opinions 
of one man, and that an alien, can fhake any country, 
it cannot fland long. 

I do not know, nor have I any reafon to believe, 
that any one of you has changed his opinion in politics 
in confequence of my refidence among you. Whate- 
ver be your fentiments in this refpecf., they are wholly 
independent of me. You alio well know, that my 
opinions, have had no more influence on any of my 
countrymen in this place than they have had on your- 
felvcs. 

Tho' w! at I have done in theology and philo- 
fophy may feem fufficient to have occupied me wholly, 
I will now gratify my enemies by informing them, 
that notwithftanding this, I have a6tually found time, 
both to fay and to do fomething with refpetf. to the 
politics of the day, and fombthing which without my 
(jwn voluntary confeflion, they could not have found 
out. In the Aurora, that receptablc, as it is conhder- 
ed for all feditious and treafonable matter,* for Feb. 
26 and 27, 1788, there is an article of mine, which will 
be thought to be of a fufpicious complexion, figned 
a Quaker in politics. But to lave them the trouble 

of 

* Tho' I fee almoft all die newfpapers that are printed in 
Philadelphia, it is to this that I give the: preference. In En- 
gland I was a reader of the Morning Chronicle, which was then 
patronized by the friends of liberty in that country ; but I do 
not think that, in its be a times, it was fuoerior to the Aurora 
with refpert to juft fentiment, valuable information, or good 
compaction. The Fedcralifts of this-country, who feldom, I 
believe, read this paper, muft be ignorant or many things that 
it brhoves them to know. Having faid this, I muft expert to 
be made anfwerable for every thing that ever has been, or ever 
will be printed in the Aurora. 
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of looking for it, I fhall reprint the whole of it at the 
ma of thefe Letters. This, however, is all that I have 
written till the prefent time. 

But t ho' I have written nothing more than this 
fingle article my fell; yet approving of Mr. Cooper's Ef- 
fays in your Gazette, I contributed one dollar towards 
printing a few extra copies of one of them, before it was 
known they would all be reprinted in the form of a pam- 
phlet. However, to make amends for this fault, and 
to Ihewmy impartiality, and my defire to promote the 
free difcufiion of fubjecls of importance to the commu- 
nity, 1 here promife that if any Federalift will give as 
comprehenfive and as difpaffionate a view ol what they 
have to advance in (upport of the late meafures, as Mr. 
Cooper has done againlt them, I will give another dol- 
lar towards that publication. I fear, however, it will 
not be in the power of Mr. Cooper's antagomft to ful- 
fil the conditions on which I make this promife. Per- 
fons writing in fupport of any government, being 
fure of protection, if not of reward, are apt to indulge 
themfelves in intemperate language, as a mark of their 
zeal in the caufe ; while the dread of penal laws natu- 
rally makes the oppugner of them timid, and confe- 
quently more guarded and decent in his language, 
mindful of the Latin adage, leniter in mc do for titer in 
re. 

The writer who flilcs himfeif MaJJachutenfis, gives 
me more merit than I am entitled to with refpecl to Mr. 
Cooper's publication, when he fays that " I took great 
'• pains to circulate it, that I travelled thro' the country 
" for the purpofe, and that I was, in fatt, the patron 
of it." The faft was, that I never law any of the pa- 
pers till after their publication, and all that I did with 
refpecl to the circulation ol the extra copies was to car- 
ry a bundle of them from the printer's to the houfe of 
a brother democrat in this town, which might as well 
have been done by the printer's boy. 

I do 
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I do not, however, fay this to exculpate myfelf 
from any crime. For I confider both the writing of 
the letters in queftion, and the circulation of them, as 
praife worthy actions. Maffachutenfis calls Mr. Coop- 
er an Engli/k Jacobin, but this is merely a term of re- 
proach. The principles that Mr. Cooper has* nain- 
fained are clearly thofe of the American conftiti uon. 
Whoever denies this, either does not underftan J thofe 
principles, or is an enemy to them ; and as the fubjeft 
is fufficiently intelligible, the latter is the more proba- 
ble fuppofition of the two. 

The paragraphs which this writer felefls, as parti- 
cularly obnoxious, I entirely approve. For certainly 
the man who mould wifh to extend the power of the 
Prefident of this country beyond the bounds prefcribed 
by the constitution, could not take better fteps 10 gain 
his end than thofe that are pointed out by Mr. Cooper. 
A t the fame time, it i5 not denied, nor does Mr. 
Cooper deny it, that the fame things might be done 
from other motives. But, as he obferves, we have 
toothing to do with men's motives, but only with the ten- 
dency oj their meafures ; and of this we muff form our 
judgment from considering their nature, and the cir- 
cumilances of the cafe. 

For what I did in this bufinefs Maffachuten- 
fis, who confiders it as a crime of a peculiarly hei- 
nous nature, fays " I Hand cjiarged before the great 
" tribunal of the American people !" I do not, howe- 
ver, confider an anonymous writer in a newfpaper as 
the American people. But whenever this people, whom 
I refpect., mall arraign any part of my conduct by their 
authorized officers, in due form, I {hall be ready to 
meet the accufation. In the mean time, thefe letters 
may be fufficient. 

That I may leave nothing on my confeience rela- 
ting to this fubjeaof what I have done, I will farther 
confefs that, averfe as I generally am to public meet- 
ings. 
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ings, which are often attended with much noife, to which 
from the habits of a ftudious life I am much averfe, I 
was prevailed upon to join in two celebrations of the 
4th of July, one of them two years ago, in a grove 
near this town, and this year in another near Sun bury, 
at both of which republican or democratic:.! toafts were 
drank, and where the late meafures of adminiitia^iqn 
were not pruiled. 

If I could think ihat it would avail me any thing, 
I might perhaps plead that, if I have done mifchiefin 
ibrne refpecis, I have done good in others. But with 
thofe who have no knowledge beyond that of the po- 
litics of the day, and a very fuperficial knowledge even 
of them, pounds of merit of any other kind would be 
outweighed by grains of political, or rather of party 
demerit. Let a man who is fufpectcd of what any 
party terms f edition deferye ever fo well of his country, 
or of mankind at large, in other refpe&s, no mere 
mercy would be fhewn him on that account, than 
was fhewn by Robefpierre in France. Had I made dis- 
coveries in fcience equal to thofe of Newton, or had 
had the philanthropy of Howard, they would not have 
exempted me from the coarfeft abufc that the Englifh 
language can furnifh. A deteded thief, or a fraudu- 
lent forger of bank bills, would have met with more 
favour than has been fhewn to me. 

I do not recollect any thing more that I have 
done with refped to the politics of this country fincc 
I have come into it, except writing a reply to a viru- 
lent cenfure of me for holding a correfpondence with 
a friend in France on occafion of a letter to me in- 
tercepted and pubiifhed with notes in England, and 
republished with additional and more virulent remarks 
in this country. This reply I pubhfhed in feveral of 
your ncwfpapeis. and I believe it gave general fatis- 
iaction. I ihall, therefore, i'oon proceed to inform 
you what I really think of the political Hate of this 
J country, 
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try and I fhall do it with pcrfeft freedom, but 
ith thai coolnefs which I hop^ is habitual to me. 
J only wiih that what I write may be read with the 
fame temper. But before I do this I mail in my next 
make foim farther observations concerning the inter- 
cepted Letters, and abufive writings in general, and thofe 
which refpect myfelf in particular, 



I am, &c„ 
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LETTER V. 

Of the intercepted Letters, and, of the French Revolution. 

My Friends and Neighbours, 

A GREAT clamour was made fome 
time ago about the intercepted letters mentioned in my 
lad. It was on that occafion that I wrote the fub- 
flance of thefe Letters ; but being. unwilling, without 
more urgent caufe, to appear as a political writer, I 
withheld them from the prefs, and contented myfelf 
with writing a ihort advertifement, merely in anfwer to 
a charge of being a fpy in the intereft of France. 

To decline all particular difcuffions. I then obferv- 
ed, that I was not anfwerable for what any perfon 
might think proper to write to me. But this bufinefs 
being again brought before the public, I will freely 
acknowledge that my friend's letter gave me great plea- 
fure; and the like I have received from others before 
and fincethat time, written by the fame hand, and in 
the fame fpirit, tho' no two men think exactly alike, 

or 
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cr would cxpvefs themfelves in exaOJy the fame man- 
ner. Mr. Stone, being a younger man, will naturally 
be more fanguine. ai d v\ ■ ite with more warmth than I 
mould be difpofed to do. Bu' friends, :cad the 

intercepted letters without re ng the notes that ac- 

companied the publication, *nd then faywbatthere 
is in themthal ca givejuft ofFeree to any American. 

Mr. Stone is a peribn who, together with myfelf, 
earneftly wifticd for a reformation of abufes in the En- 
gliih government, in order to prevent an entire revo- 
lution, which we did not think was wanted there. He 
now Tees, or thinks he fees, that no fuch reformation 
is to be exptfted; and therefore wifhes a revolution to 
take place, thinking it to he abfolutely neceflary for 
the good of the people. I own that I am now in- 
clined to his opinion. I fmcerely wifh (if the genuine 
fpirit of the original conftitution cannot be revived, 
which would no doubt be the be ft for that country) 
for fome more radical change than I have hithertp 
thought neceifaiy, tho' 1 wifh it may be effected pea- 
ceably, and without the interference of any foreign 
power. , 

Tho' during the American war it was voted, in 
the houfe of Commons, that " the power of the crown 
" had increafed, was increafing, and ought to be dimi- 
<J nifhed ;" it is evident that, to far from being dimin- 
ifhed, it has kept increafing fince that time ; and how 
far it may go it is impoffibJe to fay. The forms of the 
Britifh conftitution are fo far from being any real check 
on the power of the crown, as in theory they ought to 
be, that they are the moft convenient inflruments of it ; 
the court, as is well known, always commanding a ma- 
jority in the houfe of Commons, and being equally 
fure of the fupport of the Lords in all their mea- 
fures. 

Seeing that, for want, as I conceive, of a due 
reprefentation of the people, a refpediable clafs of En- 

gKfli 
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gliih citizens are frowned upon, and their fituation un- 
comfortable, and hardly fafe, I iincerely wilh them 
relieved. M) correfpondent does ihe fame, and more- 
ov~. ■ : . ffes his fetisfaftioD in the progrefs that the 
revciui onary fpirit is making in other parts of Europe, 
where it is ftill moit wanted. Now, pray, what of- 
fence can this j ..(11/ give in America, where a fimilar 
re i&uaily taken place, and where the great 

benefits of it arc every day experienced ? Why ihouii 
you : ike umbrage at other countries following the ex- 
ample that you have fet them? 

Shocked at the enormities which have been com- 
mitted Iii France, and which no perfons lament fo much 
as the friends of liberty in every country, it has be- 
come fafhionable with many to exclaim again!! all re- 
volutions indiscriminately, and all the principles that 
lead to them ; and in the Englifh parliament a wilh 
has been openly exprefled for the refloration of the an- 
cient government, and the ancient religion, of France. 
But, furcly, they who hold this language muft either 
be avowed advocates of arbitrary power, or have for- 
gotten the Hate of France before the lad revolution. 

No writer whatever expreffes a greater dread of e- 
very thing tending to revolution than Mr. Robifon. 
profelfor of Natural Philofophy in the univerfity of 
Edinburgh, in his book entitled Proofs of a confpiracy a- 
gainjl all the religions and governments of Europe, in 
which he makes me one of thofe confpirators. But e- 
ven this writer could not help acknowledging the exift- 
ence of fuch abufes in the government of France as 
were absolutely infupportable, and fuch as would abun- 
dantly juftify the fnbjecls of it in attempting its fub- 
verfion. It may not be amifs to bring before you a pait 
of what this writer fays on the fubjeel;. 

After enumerating all the caufes of corruption in 
government, he lays p. 48 " Perhaps there never was 
" a nation where all thefe co-operating caufes had 

(i acquired 
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" acquired greater ftrength than in France. Opprefli- 
" Otis of all kinds were at their height. The luxuries 
" or life were enjoyed exclufively by the upper dalles, 
" and this in the higheft degree of refinement ; fo that 
" the defires of the reft were whetted to the utmoft. 
" Religion appeared in its worft form, and feemed cal- 
11 cuiated folely for procuring eftablifhments for the 
" younger Ions of an infolent and ufelefs noblefle. 
*' The morals of the higher orders of the clergy and of 
" the laity were equr.iiy corrupt. — The whole nation 
" became infidel — The mifconducT: of adminiflration, 
" and the abufes of the public treafure, were every 
' : day growing more impudent and glaring, &c. &c. 
"In fa 61 the king of France was an abfolute monarch, 
" and the fubjetts were flaves." p. 264. 

" There is no denying the infolence and opprefli- 
V on of the crown, and of the nobles, nor the mifery 
" and flavery of the people ; nor that there was fuffi- 
" cient provocation for a total change of meafures and 
'•' of principles," p. 301. And is not this the very 
thing that the French nation, now fo much execrated, 
have done ? For what, then, are they to be fo much 
condemned ? 

You will obferve, however, that this writer af- 
cribes the revolution in France, in a great meafure, to 
the example fet by this country, to which it is fuffi- 
ciently evident from his manner of expreffing himfelf, 
that he is no friend. " Their officers and foldiers, who 
" returned from America," he fays " imported American 
" principles, ?.nd in every company found hearers who 
11 liftened with delight and regret to the fafcinating tale 
*' of American independance," p. 263. 

Be allured that the enemies of the French revo- 
lution are in reality no lefs the enemies of the Ame- 
rican, as they both arofe from the fame principles. 
The immediate ftimulus was opprefnon, which was 
unfpeakably greater in France than it was in this coun- 

E try. 
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try. And if ever monarchy be firmly efhblifhed na 
France, the liberty and independence of A ntrica will 
be in imminent danger. But I have no fear on the 
fubjecl, I rejoice in both revolutions alike.* 

If you read any authentic account ot the ftate 
of the other European kingdoms (I except, however, 
Denmark and Sweden) you will be fatisfied that the 
abufes of government and the oppreffion of the peo- 
ple, are got to an extreme. Germany has long groan- 
ed under the oppreffion of a haughty nobility, and 
there have been frequent rifings ot the peafants to bet- 
ter their condition. In the time of Luther more than 
a hundred thoufand had recourfe to arms in Swabia; 
but wanting good leaders, and ill provided with ftores 
and ammunition, they were foon fuppreficd. Both 

Spain 

* From the commencement of the American war I wifhed 
for the independence of this country, being firmly perfuaded 
that it would be for the real advantage of England, as well as 
of thefe States , and this is now, I believe, almoft univerfally 
acknowledged to be the cafe. I am equally well perfuaded 
that it would be for the benefit of the people of England (I do 
not fay for the glory of the Monarch) to have nothing to do 
with the dominion of the Eaft or the Weft Indies. I once 
mentioned this opinion t® Sir George Savile, adding, that it 
would have been much better for England never to have had 
the poffeffion of Gibraltar, and that it would be good policy to 
give it up. He faid that he had often thought fo too, but that 
the opinion wasfo unpopular that he had not dared to avow it. 

The late Lord Chatham was fond of foreign poffeffions. fie 
was much againft granting abfolute independence to America, 
which he faid was the faired jewel in the crown of the Bri- 
tifh monarch, and his opinion had for fome time great weight 
with the marquis of Lanfdown, then Lord Shelburne. On 
this Dr. Price, who thought as I did on the fubje&, agreed 
with me to write our theughts feparately on the iubjeft, and 
prefent them to his Lordfhip. We did fo, and fome time after 
he told me that he had fhewn my p 2pe r to Lord Chatham, 
but that he was much offended at it. At the eouclnfion cf 
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Spain and Naples, which are held by the fame family, 
have not one half of their ancient inhabitants; and 
there cannot be a more certain proof of bad govern- 
ment than this. Their condition is little, it at all, 
better than that of the Turkifh dominions. Portugal, 
is in much the fame Mate. 

Can, then, any perfon, any friend of liberty and 
humanity, himfelf enjoying the bleffings of a republi- 
can government, wi(h that any part of his fpecies 
fliould continue in this ftate of degradation and bon- 
dage ? If not, he rauft partake in the generous feel- 
ings of my correfpendent, and earneftly wifh for their 
emancipation. And we may hope that, with the ex- 
amples of America and France before them, other re- 
volutions may be attended with lefs bloodihed than 
thoie have been. 

The revolution of France would, it cannot be 

doubted, 

the war, however, the Marquis made no difficulty of granting 
what Le thought not only neceflary, but advantageous to his 
c uitry, of which he was then prime minifter. Had he con- 
tinued fo to this day, Kis liberal and enlightened policy would 
have faved England, and all Europe, the horrors of the pre- 
feat, molt ruinous and impolitic war. 

Tho* I did not accept of a feat in the conventional aflem- 
bly ot France, I had at that time a correfpondencc with fome 
of theleadinf men of that country ; and believing that my o- 
pinion would have fome weight, I advifed the abandoning 
the Welt Indies, and all their foreign pcflirflions. The an- 
fwer 1 received was that they thought as I did on the fubjetl, 
but that theintereft ot thofe who were pofftflcd of property 
in theiflands, would prevent their doing it for the prefent. 
This correfnondence was continued till the death of the king, 
againft which I gave my advice ; but a concurrence of circum- 
ftarces, the principal of which was tri#%ifluence of the queen, 
was htal to that well meaning man. Of what pafled in France 
aft. r that event I had no information but from newfpapers. 
But it feems I muft, notsvithftanding this, be anfwerable for it 
all. 
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doubted, have continued to be as peaceable throughout, 
as it was at its onfet, * if the king had been content 
with the limited power of which the firft conftitution 
left him poifeffed ; and had not this unfortunate prince 
been ftimulated by others, more ambitious than him- 
felf, to recover the power that he had loft, the war, and 
the confequent enormities, had not taken place. To 
thofe princes, therefore, and their wicked confederacy, 
are all the enormities to be afcribed. 

But it appears to have been the intention of pro- 
vidence to do more for the French nation, and ulti- 
mately fcr all Europe, than they ever thought of do- 
ing for themfelves, tho' by means which men would 
not be juftified in having recourfe to. The national 
affembly, and the people of France, meant to do no- 
thing more than to limit the power of the crown ; but 
God has given them a government purely republican, 
and reprefentative, like that of America, without any 
hereditary powers or honours ; and the fame benefit, 
I doubt not, with my correfpondent, is intended for 
all thofe countries whofe kings are at prefent confede- 
rated againft France and univerfal liberty. 

If every thing that is true and right will finally 
prevent, againft whatever is error and wr-ng, the caufe 
of monarchy, always tending to defpotifm, cannot be 
fupported much longer. Independently of wars, which 
muft accelerate the great cataftrophe, they all con- 
tain within themfelves the feeds of their own defini- 
tion. The people acquiring knowledge every day, will 
not much longer bear what they have done. Nor is 

it 

* At the time of the firft conftitution, when France was a 
limited monarchy, fc^hofe who took the lead in that country 
would to my own knowledge, have given almoft any thin? for 
the fnendmip and concurrence of England, as, in their opini- 
on, that would have enfured the peace of France, and of all 
Europe. 
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it difficult to forefee that the infatuation of the prefcnt 
race of kings, which is remarkably fimilar to r.h. x of 
Pharaoh, will bring on their deftru&ior n the m>. : '.er 
predicted in the fcnptures, viz. with violence, and much 
confequent general calamity. 

I fhall on this occafion obferve. that it is alfo a 
manifefl error with refpect. to true policy in thofe who 
wifh to difarm feditious publications of their fling, to 
publifh themfelves as they fometimes do, what appears 
to them mod obnoxious in them ; thinking to expofe 
them, and to render the authors odious ; not confider- 
ing to whom they will appear in that light. For while 
they are read with diflike, and even horror, by fbme, 
they maybe read with admiration by others. The inter- 
cepted Letters, and the paragraphs feletted from Mr. 
Cooper's Addrefs are cafes in point, as well, as fevetzfl 
other articles which have been inferted in the Federal 
Newfpapers of this country. The friends of liberty 
rejoice to fee fuch publications thro' any channel, and 
especially whea it is done at no rifk to themfelves ; and 
without regarding the comments, they attend to the 
text. 

The fame wretched politicians alfo do not confi- 
de:' the natural tendency and effect of the alvfe that 
tbev throw out againft the friends of liberty and the 
rights of man. If it have any effeft, which is v(:ry 
queftionable, it only makes us Hand fomething worle 
with thofe with whom it is no object, to us to Hand 
well at all, while it recommends us to all thofe whofe 
good opinion and attachment we really value. What 
is it to me to bethought ill of by the friends of Church 
and king (with the cry of which my houfe was burned) 
in England, or by Mr. Cobbet and his readers in this 
country. My account with them has been long fet- 
tled. I am already a bankrupt in their efteem, and 
no new article in the acco.mt can alter the balance for 
or apainft me. My part is taken, and my -reputation, 

as 
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as far as it is an object with mc is with men of oppo- 
fite principles, thofe who are opprobr oufly called de- 
mocrats, jacobins, and every thing elfe of the kind ; 
and to thefe, and efpecialty thole of that clafs in France, 
this abufe tends to recommend me. 

I am, &c 



LETTER VI. 



Of the Style of Ahufe in the Writings of Mr. Cobbet, 
alias Peter Porcupine. 

My Friends, and Neighbours, 

IT is commonly faid that when much 
dirt is thrown, fome will fick ; and on this principle I 
fuppofe it is thai I have been rhftinguifhed fo often by 
my principal antagonift Mr. Cobbet, under the figna- 
ture of Peter Porcupine. But he appears to me to 
have Jpoiled his part by overacling it. For men may 
be fo covered with dirt that it fhall not be known 
who they are, nor will they be diftinguifhed from one 
a.: >ther, like Virgil's complimentary epithets, fortifque 
Gy as fort if que Cloanthus. Befides fuch coarfe abufe as is 
imp! led in the words vilain, rafcal, fcoundrel, Sec. Sec. 
with which his writings abound, only marks the low 
education, and the low charader and manners of the 
man that ufes them. Such language is never ufed by 
gentlemen, or fcholars, nor can they return it, tho' it 
were ever fo well merited, not to fay that a chriftian 
mufl not return railing for railing. (1 Pet. 3, 9) With 

refpeel: 
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refpecl; to them, therefore it is an unfair weapon. It 
is like throwing ilreet dirt, which they cannot han- 
dle. 

It was a thing of courfe that I mould be the ob- 
ject of calumny ever fince I wrote in defence of unpo- 
pular truths, and unpopular maxims. Indeed, I 
queflion whether any perfon in England (the prime 
minifter for the time being excepted) ever had J.o 
much of what is generally termed abufe, as rhy- 
felf. It has been pouring out with very little intermif- 
fion for more than twenty years, and is continued. I 
find, in my abfence. My fritnds, however, fay that 
it certainly agrees with me. For tho' I was origina'ly 
of a weak conftitmion. mv health has been improving 
ever fince, and I never was fo well as I have been iince 
my arrival in this place, except about three months af- 
ter my landing, which was before Mr. Cobbet took no- 
tice of me. They now fay that, old as I am, I bid fair 
to outlive fome of my younger oponents. That farcaftic 
writings mould have this falutaiy effecl, will not be 
thought fo extraordinary, when it is confidered that 
pepper, muftard, fait, and vinegar, have their ufe in a 
good dinner, as well as the beef and the pudding. 
They certainly contribute to a good digeflion. But 
there muft be fome peculiar charm in Mr. Cobbct's wri- 
ting, operating unfeen and unknown, lor I do not think 
I have feen more than a tenth part of his voluminous 
publications, and in all of them, I doubt not, he con- 
trives to find a nich for me. I am almoft as neceflary 
to him, and as good zfubjeH for him, as the king of En- 
gland is to Peter Pindar. In England, however, where 
decency and good manners are rarely violated, my anta- 
gonifls were never of this low clafs. But the laft of the a- 
nimals that had a kick at the old lion in the fable was 
the afs. 

The profufion and variety of Mr. Cobbet's abufe 
argues a peculiar genious of the kind unequalled by any 

thins 
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j&ng that I have met with before. In the compafs of 

three news-papers, and chiefly in one of them, I 
d'ied " a hoary hypocrite, a malignant old Tartuff, 
lurking old illuminatus, a poor old wretch, a mi- 

perverie old man, a perverfe old hypocrite, 
«l an 3 a vindiQsvcr, unnatural, hypocritical wretch." 

1 am " of a factious difpofition, an apoftle of fedition, 

political viper, with a black rancorous heart, and 
, 100th tongtied whining cart; a cunning fectary, an 
w ambitious fe&ary, a baffled focinian, and a Jefuit." 
I am accufed of " falsehood and poifonous malignity, 
t: a&uated by cool and premeditated malice." I have 
" the craft of a fectary, joined to the hatred and malice 
"of a fiend. My condua," he fays " has been wick- 
" edand deteftable, that I wifh Great Britain revoluti- 
" onized, and ruined, and indulge a wicked tho' delu- 
" five hope of feeing this wifh accomplished ; that I 
" never mifs an opportunity of endeavouring to render 
" my countrymen the hate and fcorn of the univerfe ; 
" that for twenty years pail I have, from hatred to my 
" native country, facrificed my intereft, my peace, and 
" my reputation, to the pleafure of injuring, infult- 
" ing, and ruining it." In conjunction with others, 
he calls me " a vilain and a fcoundrel, * and both 
" fool and knave. My bufinefs in this country," he 
fays, " is of a nature moft hollile to its happinefs and 
" independence." It is no wonder, therefore, that he 
treats me, as he fays, " with his unqualified con- 
" tempt." 

His pamphlet on the fubject of my emigration, 
publifhed foon after my arrival, contains the following, 



* I rather wonder that the term rafcal\% not applied to me, 
as it is to others, in this particular paper, as well as vilain and 
Jmindrel. It is, I doubt not, frequently enough applied to 
me in other parts of his writings. But fuch near relation* and 
companions ought not to have been fofsr feparated. 
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among other falfcfioods, ;; I had been," he fays, " for 
" many years an avowed and open enemy to the go- 
" v iment and conftitation of mv country; that in 
" my inflammatory difcourfes Ca ] i / the En- 

" giifh conftitution was openh ;' and I 

" doctrines there held forth were fubv< rfive • 
"and religious order;" and in his n \ he 

fays. " my conventicle at Hackney \ ' _»n- 

" venient and faccefsful fchool off ai V- 

" tained," he (ays. " the hope of bridging ab< ut c re- 
" volution in England on the French plan, and that I 
" had no objection to the continuance of tythes in 
" England, provided I came in for a fhare." 

He fays that " my public celebration of the 
" French riots and ma fiacres ^s a convincing proof 
" of my approving them, and that my fending my fon to 
" Paris in the mid ft of them, to requeft the honour 
" of becoming a French citizen, is another proof of 
" the fame that cannot be difputed; that I approved 
w of the unmerciful perfecution of the unfortunate and 
" worthy part of the French clergy, men as far fur- 
" palling me in piety and ability, as in fuffering ; that 
" the French conftitution is my fyftem, and that 
" fooner than not fee it eftablifhed, he much queftions 
" if I would not with pleafure fee the maflacre of all 
" the human race." But if all mankind were deftroy- 
ed where is this conftitution of mine to be eftablifhed ? 
As he has not told us where, I muft fuppofe that he 
meant among bears, wolves, or wild beafts of fome 
kind or other. 

With refpecT to the riots in Bermingham, he fays, 
" that " I was the principal caufe of them ; that the fef- 
" tival of the commemorationof the French revolution 
"was to celebrate events which were in reality the 
" fubjeel; of the deepeft horror; that this riot, confi- 
M dered comparatively with what I and rr.y friends 
" wiih: j d to ftir up, was peace harmony, and gentle^ 

F " nefs ; 
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« nefs ; that the magiftrates ufed every exertion ia 
" their power to quell the riot in its very earlieft ftage; 
" that, nad the rioters flopped at the deftruclion of my 
" meeting houfe, all had been well. In whatever 
" light," he fays, " we view the Birmingham riots, wc 
" can fee no object to excite our comr>amon, except the 
" inhabitants of the hundred, and the unfortunate ri- 
" oters themf-Ives ; that the lofs of my manufenpts 
" was little more than a few dirty meets of paper, and 
" their deftruclion a benefit, rather than a lofs, both to 
" my leif and the country; that my philofophical appa- 
'* ratus was a thing of imaginary value only, and ought 
" not to be eftimated at its coll, any more than a col- 
" lection of (hells, or infects, or any other frivola of a 
" virtuofo." 

V In this country," he fays, " there is nothing to 
" fear from me except my diffeminating my deiflical 
" principles." In another place, however, he calls my 
doctrines atheiflical, tho' it is impoffible that they can 
be both ; and he fpeaks of " the infidel philofophy of 
" Voltaire, RoufTeau, Gibbon, Prieflley, and the reft 
" of that enlightened tribe." To make the group com- 
plete (for the conjiftency of it is no object; with him) 
he mould have added fome diftinguifhed heathens, and 
mahornetans as holding the fame opinions. " When I 
" preached in Philadelphia," he fays, " I gave up a 
" fhare of the pence which I was able to draw out or 
S{ the pockets of my hearers for the liberty of preach- 
" ing in the church of the Univerfalifb," of which he 
fpeaks with the greateft contempt. 

All this, you will obferve, is mere affertion, with- 
out any evidence whatever ; and therefore my fimplc 
denial (tho' I could bring abundant proof of every 
thing that I mall fay) may be a fumcient anfwer. 

Now I can fay with truth that, in the courfe of 
more than forty years, I never preached one iermon 
that any of you would have faid was political ; nor did 

I ever 
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I ever, in any place, or in any form, exprefs a wifh for 
any material change in the Englifh conftitution ; and I 
am confident I have a more fincere refpeft for my native 
country, and for this too, than Mr. Cobbet has for a- 
ny country. My writings fhew that I was always an e- 
nemy of all civil eftablifhments of religion, but thought 
that if there was to be one, it mould be of chr?Jl : anity 
in general, fuch as exifts in the New-England ftates ; 
and then that the church revenues, whatever they were, 
mould be given to all the fe£ts alike. 

When I preached at the church of the Univerfal- 
ifts, I wifhed to have no collection made after fervice, 
all that was col!e6ted was given to the minifter of 
the place ; and when I preached in the hall of the u- 
niverfity, only one collection was made to defray the 
expences that had been incurred. I was glad of the 
opportunity of doing what I thought to be good without 
any pecuniary benefit. Whether the difcoui fes that I 
delivered were calculated to do any good thofe who 
read them may judge. 

My fon went to France before the revolution took 
place, and before any fuch thing was expected ; nor 
was any requeft ever made by myielf, or my friends, to 
be made a French citizen. The fecond time that 
he went was in order to be received into the houfe of a 
merchant at Nantes, from which place, on account 
of the troubles in that neighbourhood, he removed to 
this country. 

When the anniverfary of the French revolution 
was celebrated at Birmingham, the conftitution of 
France was a limited monarchy, very much like that 
of England, and had been folemnly accepted by the 
kin<r himfelf. Tho' I approved of that celebration, I 
neither projected, nor attended it. The magiftrates 
made no ierious attempts to quell the riot, but rather 

promoted 
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promoted it. * Of the amount of my loiles on that 
occafion I have nothing to add to what will be found 
in my Appeal to the pe\ple of England on the iubjeft. 
In a pecuniary computation it was more than two thou- 
fand pounds iefs than the real value. 

This grofs abufe comes from a man with whom I 
never had any intercourfe, whom I never offended, or 
irritated by an) reply to his invectives, which have ne- 
ver ceafed fince I ' have been in the country; nor 
mould I have noticed them now, but that I find his 
publications have increafing acceptance and celebrity 
with the friends of thole who have the chief power 
in this country ; fo that fince the riot in Birmingham 
is openly approved and praifed by him and his fup- 
porters, a i'imilar one may be apprehended here, ef- 
jSecially if what Mr. Ccbbct fays be true (and I fee 
no reafon to queilion it) that " he has lived to lee the 
" truth of his ftajtements, and the juftice of his opini- 
" ons, refpecling me fully and univerfally acknow- 
ledged ;" and fince a fpirit of party runs as high in this 
country as I . ■ er knew it to do in England. If you 
believe one half of what Mr. Cobbet fays of me, you 
would be juftified, and applauded, for deftroying me, as 
you would for killing a (erpent or a wild beafl. 

Having advanced thus much in my vindication, 
I fhall probably bear in filence (as I have hitherto 
done with refpe6t to what is paftj whatever farther a- 
e I may be cxpofed to. What other terms of re- 
prc r, the Engli h language can furnifh I am ignorant 
of, but I fhall expect very foon to find ; if not, ttur 
m e curious cl iges wi!l be rung on thofe that have 
been fo often ufed already, and efpecially his three fa- 
vourite 

* 1 have been very credibly informed that Lady Aylesford, 
wife of the Lord Lieutenant of the county, converfing on 
the (ubje& of the riots, faid « Thev went iarthcr than we 
intended." 
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vourite words, rafcal vilain and fcoundrel. Thefehave 
been fo much uied by him, that I imagine his printer 
muft provide frefh types for the letters of which they 
confift. 

If any frefh accufation be advanced, it muft be 
that I was fent hither as a convict, for theft or robbery 
on the high way; but that, being favoured, 1 was 
permitted to export myfelf to America, rather than be 
fent to my friends and old companions at Botany bay ; 
it being thought that there were already dangerous per- 
form enow in that one place. And there will be juft as 
much truth in this, as in any thing that has yet been 
advanced againft me by Mr. Co 

As a part of the genera' plan cf that providence 
which overrules all things, I am far from complain- 
ing of the treatment I hav'< met with in E /'and, or 
in this country; especially a& it has almoft always at- 
tended the greateft mern, and we cannot expect to have 
any commodity without the tax that is laid upon it by 
the laws of nature. In a fyftem in which infinite wif- 
dom and infinite goodnefs are equally apparent, no- 
thing can eventually be wrong: and toads and vipers 
are as neceifary in the fyftem as horfcs and fheep; and 
noxious plants as much as wholefome herbs. 

I (hall conclude this letter with obferying that what- 
ever I may think of the Englifh government; I have 
fuch an opinion of the liberality, the good lenle, and 
the "ood tafte, of my countrymen, that I, do net be- 
lieve that any fuch a new [paper as that of Peter Por- 
cupine would meet with any encouragement among 
the warmeft friends of Church and king in England, 

I am, &c. 
LETTER 
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LETTER VII. 

Of my Religion. 

My Friends and Neighbours, 

Mr. COBBET calls me fometimes 
an unitarian fometimes a deiji, fometimes an atheiji, and 
always a hypocrite. And a great hypocrite I mull, in- 
deed, be, if, in reality, I do not believe in the being of 
a God, or in the truth of chriflianity, when I have 
written more in defence of thofe articles of faith than 
any other man now living, or almoft that ever did 
live,* and have officiated as a chriftian minifter more 
than forty years. 

I mufl alfo have a greater want of common fenfc 
than he afcribes to me, to maintain opinions fo incon- 
fiftent with one another as thofe above mentioned. An 
atheift acknowledges no God, and no future flate; 
deifts acknowledge the former but few of them the 
latter, and they believe in no revelation; whereas uni- 
tarians deny, indeed, a trinity in God, but they be- 
lieve in one God, the Father, and in the divine million 
of Chrift. They believe that he worked miracles by 
the power of God, that God raifed him from the dead,, 
and that he will come again to raife all the dead, and 
judge the world. The lame man cannot, therefore, be 
at the fame time an atheiji, a deijl, and, an unitarian. 

If 

* I can only recoiled one perfon who has written more in 
defence of chriflianity than myfelf, and that was an unita. 
rian. I mean Y)t Lardncr, with whom I had the happinefs 
to be acquainted, and whc ; in conjur.£ion with Dr. Flem- 
ing, was the publifhcr ot the firft of my theological writ- 
ings. 



Of Northumberland, Z3t. 39 

If I be a hypocrite, in pretending only to be no 
atheift, or deift, while, in reality, I am either the one 
or the other, what have I got by my hypocrify ; when, 
tho' I have been a preacher, as I have obferved, more 
than forty years, my profeffion has never yielded me 
ha) fa maintenance ; and here I get nothing at all by it. 
Men are not at the trouble of acting the hypocrite, and 
efpccially for fo long a time, for nothing, 

It is true that I do not join in the public worfhip 
of this place ; but it is bccaufe I cannot join in your de- 
votions, which are altogether trinitarian. as they ought 
to be while you are Trinitarians. For it would be ab- 
furd to acknowledge Chrift to be God, and not to ren- 
der him the honours of divinity, by praying to him as 
an omniprefent and omnipotent Being. But tho' I do 
not worfhip with you, I have divine fervice every Lord's 
day in my own houfe, which is then open to every bo- 
dy, and where feveral of you occafionally attend. Now 
did any of you ever hear me preach any thing like a- 
theifm, or deifm, or indeed any thing contrary to your 
own opinions ? And when you have heard me pray, 
could not you join me in every word I faid ? It you 
be christians at all, I am confident you always might. 
It never was my cuftom to preach on the controverted 
Subjects of religion, or only on particular occaiions. 
Thefe I difcufs in my publications, in which you may 
fee what my opinions on thofe Subjects are, and the ar- 
guments I have to advance in fupport of them. 

Had I been permitted to officiate in either of your 
meeting houfes (which I mould have done gratis, thank- 
ful for luchan opportunity of being ufeful among you) 
you would never have heard from me any thing but the 
principles of our common chriftianity. And this will 
furnifh topics of difcourfe in great abundance, and fuch 
as are of far greater importance than all the things ab- 
out which we differ. The fubftantial duties of the 
chriftian life, to inculcate which is, or ought to be. the 

great 
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great end of all our preaching, are the fame on -all our 
principle? ; and eta I in my preaching (and I hope I 
may add in my practice) contradict any o f the!' r 

We all agree in acknowledging the fame books of 
fenpture, and Ve profefs to derive our faith from them, 
tho' we interpret them differently. This, furely, is 
not atheifm, or deifm. If I do not believe the dmni- 
ty of Chrift, it is becaufe I do not think it to be the 
dodtrine of the fcripturcs, and becaufe I cannot help 
thinking that if Chrift, and alfo the Holy Spirit, be 
pofieffed of all the attributes of divinity, equally with 
God the Father, there mu.il be three Gods, and not one 
only, which the fcriptures affert, and on which they lay 
the greateft flrefs. In this you will not agree with me ; 
being of opinion fchat, in fome fenfe or other, three may 
be~*one, and one thru. But you will not fay that be- 
caufe I am not a trinitarian, I am an atheift, or a de- 
ift. 

You do not call the Jews atheifts or deifls, be- 
caufe they do not believe the divinity of Mofes, or of 
the Mefliah whom they expect. They believe that 
Mofes delivered to them the laws and commands of 
God; and therefore they refpecT; them as much as if 
they had all come from the mouth of God himfelf. I 
do the fame with refpedt to all that Chrift, fpeaking in 
name of God. has delivered to us. He has repeated- 
ly faid (John vii 16, xiv, 24) that the words which he 
[pake were not hit own but the Father's who fent him ; that 
■the Father wh: was in him, or with him, worked the 
miracles which proved his divine miffion (John xiv, 
10) for that of himfelf he could do nUhing (John v. qo) 
The apoftle Peter calls Chrift a man approved of God by 
flgns and wonders which God did by him, Acts ii 21 
and the apoftle Paul fays (1. Cor. viii. 6, 1. Tim. ii. v.) 
To us tiiere is one God, the Father, and one mediator be- 
tween God and men, the man Chrift Jefus. 

But tho' I think the clear fenfe of fcripture, fuch 

as 
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as is intelligible to the meaneft capacity is on my fide, 
I can eaflly luppote that you fee things in a very dif- 
ferent light, and that you are as confcientious in differ- 
ing from me, as I am in differing from you. I, no 
dc bt, wifh that you could come to think as I do on 
thef'e fubjecls. as you do with refpett to mt. This is 
unavoidable in us both : if we lay any ftrefs on our opi- 
nions, and have any good will for one another. But 
I do not obtrude my opinions upon you. or offend, you 
with difputation. Few of you have ever heard mc 
mention the fubject of our differences with refpecf to 
religion, and then the occafion has never been fought 
by me. I do not condemn thofe who act. otherwife, bat 
my habits are different ; and tho' I have no lefs zeal, 
I take a differentjmethodof propagating my principles. 
I have feVlom feen any good produced by difputing in 
converfation. It too often tends to irritate, and tho' 
men are often filenced in this way they are feldom con- 
vinced. But becaufe I am not always talking about re- 
ligion, do you fuppofe, with Mr. Cobbet, that I have 

none ? 

Mr. Adams, your Prefident, is unqueflionably a 
religious man, and on this account, as well as on ma- 
ny others, I greatly refpect him. He knows me well ; 
and do you think he would have attended me conftant- 
ly, as he did, when I delivered my firft fet of Difcour- 
fes in Philadelphia, and have confented that I mould 
dedicate them to him, if he had known, or fufpeaed, 
me to be an atheift or a deift, and confequently a hypo- 
crite. He entertains no doubt of my being a fincere 
chriftian, tho' our opinions may not be exactly the 

fame. 

I wifh we had all more religion than we have. We 
mould then think more of another world, and make 
lefs account of this, and of all things in, it, than we 
now do. It would give us an habitual regard to God, 
and his providence, refpectmg both individuals andfo- 

G cieties 
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cicties of mankind, and efpecially the great and inter* 
effing events which are now taking place in the old 
world. Firmly believing that a wife and good provi- 
dence fuperintends all events, and will br ng good out 
of all evil, f'o that the final iffue of the moft calamitous 
events will be glorious and happy, we fhall view them 
as they pafs before us not without intereft, but with more 
tranquility, and without ill will towards any part of the 
human race, even our perfonal or national enemies. 

Whatever you mav think in the prime of life, while 
your (pints are high, and your profpecls good, the va- 
lue of religion at tny time of life is beyond all eftima- 
tion. Without fuch profpecis as religion lets before 
us the evening of life would be cheerlels and gloomy, 
but with them it is moll lerene and happy ; far more fo 
than any preceding period. I am far. I allure you, 
from wifhing to be young again, tho' I enjoyed that 
part of life as much as any of you can do. 

On this account I regard unbelievers at the clofe 
of life with much compafhon. , And late converts, and 
nominal chriflians, who give little attention to the fub- 
jecT;, are not much better. It requires time before the 
principles of chriftianity can be of much ufe in this 
refpedl. An habitual attention mull be given to them, 
fo that in every intermiffion of neceffary bufmefs they 
fhall, even without any effort, be uppermoft in a man's 
thoughts, affording relief under all his troubles and 
cares. This ftate of mind cannot, in the natural courfe 
of things, be acquired in a fhort time. In this refpecl: 
faith is a different thing from mere convittion, and ad- 
mits of degrees, giving confolation and joy in proport— 
on to its flrength. 

Atheift or deift as I mav be confidered, and at- 
tached as I am to philofophical purfuits, my chief fatif- 
faclions are derived Irom the daily ftudy of the fcriptures 
and reflections on the momentous fubjecl.s that are there 
propoied to us.. Religion is the only effectual fupport 

under 
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under all the troubles ot hfe (and in faying this you 
know 'ha> I w,(7jv fpeak from experience) as well as 111 
the hour of death. It alio tends to make men Itfs am- 
bitious, and to allay the heat of party ip ; rit, which is 
too often the bane of good neighbourhood, and fe- 
pnrates thofe who would otherwise be happy in a plea- 
ling and beneficial interccurfe. If nations, or their 
governors, were really chhftians, all mankind would 
live in peace and friendfhip with one another. 

Call this afermon, if you pleafe, and let Mr. Cob- 
bet call it cant and, hypocrify. Only believe me to be, 
notwithftanding every difference of opinion, religious 
or political, 

My Friends and Neighbours, 

your finccre well-wifher, 

JOSEPH PRIESTLEY. 

Northumberland, Nov. 1. 1799. 

P. 8 In my next Letters I ftlall, according to my 
promife. proceed to inform \ ou what I think with ref- 
pect to the conduct of your a Inaiiuftration and even 
the conftitution ltJelf. But as ttorie arc ferious and deep 
fubjeas, they require to be treated v. ith much caution. 
And rhefe being ucklifh times, it may be prudent to 
have a confultaiion of my lawyers on the bufiiicfs. Poor 
as is the fled which Mr. Cobbet fays I dignify with the 
name of a houfe, I fliould be ferry to exchange it tor 
fuch lodgings as the liberality of this country aligned to 
Mr. Lyoft, tho'rf»s might gratify Mr. Cobbet as much 
as my having a place in the poor houfc in Philadel- 
phia. c 
1 S 1 n, c e 
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Sinck this Poftfcript was fent to the prefs the fol- 
lowing article, reflecting on Mr. Cooper and myfelf, 
has appeared in the Reading Newf paper of Oclober 26, 

1799. 

" Thomas Cooper's addrefs to the readers of the Sun- 

* bury and Northumberland Gazette, of which he was 
' Editor, having been re-publifhed in this State, with an 
1 introduction approbatory of the piece, a correipondent 
■ wifb.es to know if it be the fame Thomas Cooper, an En- 
« glifhman, of whom the following anecdote is related ? 
1 If it is, every paper devoted to truth, honor and decern 
' cy, ought to give it a thorough circulation." 

" Not many months ago,, it is faid, a Mr. Cooper, an 
' Engiifhman, applied to the President of the Uni- 
e ted States to be appointed " agent for fettling the ref- 
' pe&ive claims of the citizens and iubjedts of this coun- 

* try and Great Britain/' In his letter he informs the 
4 President that although he (Thomas Cooper.) had 
' been called a Democrat, yet his real political ientiments 
( were fuch as would be agreeable to the President 
' and govc nment of the United Siates, or expreflions to 
1 that effect. This letter was accompanied with another 
' from Dr. Jofeph Priejlky, who did not fail to aflure 
\ the PRDSiDENT,of the pliability of his friend Coopers 
1 democratic principles. The President it is faid.rc^ 




' would appoint any Engiifhman to that important office 

* in preference to an American ! — What was the confe- 

* quence ? — When Thomas Cooper found his application 
' for a lucrative office under our President rejected he 
' writes in revenge the addrefs which has appeared in 
1 print, and Dr. Pricftlcy exerted his influence in difper- 
' Gng this very addrefs, which he mud know was the off- 

* ipringof difappointment and revenue ! ! !" 

'•'• The addrefs is as cunningand infiduousaoroduc- 



tion 
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* tion as ever appeared in the Aurora, or the old Chro- 
' nicle, and as for impudence it exceeds, or at leaft equals 
' Porcupine himfelf. — Priejlley and Cooper are both cal- 
! led upon to deny the above narrative. A rccourfe to the 
' letters themfelves would eftablifh the accuracy of this 
i anecdote «even to a fyllable." 



Of the candour and juftice of this reprefentation 
my reader will judge from the tenor of the letters refer- 
red to, of which the following are copies. 

Augujl 12, 1797. 

Dear Sir, 

IT was far from being my intention, or my 
\ h, to trouble you with the requeft of any favours, tho' 
it is now in your power to grant them ; and it is not at all 
probable that I fhall ever take a fecond liberty of the 
kind. But circum fiances have arifen whieh, I think, call 
upon me to do it once, tho' not for myfelf hut a friend. 
The office of Agent for American claims, was dffered, I 
underftand,to Mr. Hall of Sunbury.andhehas-deciined it. 
If this be die cafe, and no other perfon be yet fixed upon, 
I fhould be very happy if I could fcrve Mr. Cooper (a 
man, I doubt not, of at leail equal ability, and pciieffed 
of every other qualification for the office) by recom- 
mending him. It is true that both he and myfelf fall, 
in the language of our calumniators, under the descrip- 
tion of Democrats, who are ftudioufly rcprefented as e- 
nemies to what is called government both in England 
and here. What / have done to deferve that character 
you well know, and Mr. Cooper has done very little 
more. In fact, we have both been perfecuted for being 
friends to American liberty, and our preference of the 
government of this country has brought us both hitber- 
However, were the accufation true, I think the appoint- 
ment 
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ment of a man of unqueftionable ability and fidelity 
to his truft, for which I would make myfelf anlwerable, 
would b u*ch. a mark or i-.-penonty ftb popular preju- 
dge as I mould expafl irom vou. J 'therefore think it 
no unfavourable cucumflana in the reccmmendation. 
you wili aft according to your beft judgment I 
have no doubt, with refpeci to tins and other affairs of 
infinitely more moment, thro' which I dm perk- I 
you will bring the country with reputation to yourfel£ 
tho", m -\ re a alliances of fuch uncommo.i difficulty, per- 
haps with ids cafe and fatisfaclion- than I could wifh; 
With my earned wiflies for the honour and tranquility of 
your Prtiidency, 

I am, Dear Sir, 

yours fincerely, 

JOSEPH PRIESTLEY. 



SIR, 

ON my exprefling an inclination for the 
office which Mr. Hall has declined, Dr. Prieftley was 
fo good as to offer his iervices with you on my behalf. 

Probably the office will be filled 'ere this letter can 
reach ycu : probably there may be objections to norni- 
na f ing a perfon not a native of the country : probably 
the objetlion mentioned by Dr. Priejiley may reafonably 
be deemed of weight in my inflame Be all this as it 
ifiaj , I fee no impropriety in the preient application to 
be appointed Agent of American claims, for it is (till 
p flible I may fuppofe more weight in the objections 
tnan they will be found to deferve. If it mould fo hap- 
pen that I am nominated to that office I (hall endeavour 
to merit the character the Doctor has given of me, and 
your efteem. I am, &c. 

THOMAS COOPER. 

From 
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From my letter it will c learly appear that I was 
far from uropofing any derii.ction of principles on the 
part of Mr. Cooptr. I friould as loon have expected 
it on the part of Mr. Adams hirnielf. I was alio far 
from intending any affront to Mr. Adams, for whom I 
always had a very high efieem. I honoured him for 
his integrity, and relpected even what I tfoougfjt to oe 
his prejihces. BeGdes. he was then jufl entered on Ixis 
office of Pr -fid. ,if . and had q >t done any thing to offend 
perlons of Mr Cooper's political pnncip'es. 

I though*- Mr Coop.r Angularly well qualified 
for difcharging the duties of th e office in quefho.i on 
account of his knowledge of Eagiifh law and EngliQi 
commerce, as well as for his acknowledged ability and 
activity. I alfo thought that I was giving Mr. Adams 
an opportunity of ferving himfelf, by (hewing his libe- 
rality, in favouring a perion whofe political principles 
differed from his own, but in a cafe in which they could 
not interfere with them. At the fame time he would 
have obliged a perfori for whom he always profeffed 
much efteem, and whom he had honoured with his 
correfpondence and intercourfe. 

The following obfervations on the general fubject 
of appointment to offices, which I wrote lome time ago, 
will, not, I flatter myfelf, be thought improperly fub- 
joined here, and may recommend themielves as of fome 
importance to impartial per Cons o* all parties. Let the 
Prefidentin quellion be either Mr. Adams or Mr. Jef- 
ferfon. 

To have the higher officers of the ftate, thofe with 
whom it may be proper to confult in the general con- 
duct of affairs, as the heads of the feveral departments, 
men of the fame political principles of the Prefident, 
could not be complained of. But when all offices, e- 
ven fuch as are merely lucrative, are confined to one 
party, it naturally exafperates thofe of oppofite princi- 
ples, and greatly promotes a fpirit of party in the coun- 
try, 
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try, and this may proceed To far as to hazard a 
war. It is, therefore, the part of good policy, as well 
as of magnanimity, to diflnbute all offices with as equal 
a hand as poflible. Otherwiie, inftead of being the 
chief of the nation, a Pre fident makes himfelfthe head 
of a particular party. 

Should all the partifans of fuch a Prefident folio* 
his example, and employ no phyfician, no carpenter, no 
mafon, no fhoemaker, &c. but men of theii own poli- 
tical fentiments ; and mould thofe of oppofite princi- 
ples, in felf defence, do the fame, it would be a i> ' of 
mutual perfecution on account of opinion, au endea- 
vour to exterminate one another by ftarving, which ap- 
proaches very nearly to an attempt to effect the lame by 
violence. The only difference is that of taking a town 
by blockade, or by ftorm. They are alike operations 
of open war. A Prefident, therefore, who wilhes to 
promote the peace of the country will carefully avoid 
fetting fuch an example. 



Errata et Corrigenda. 



p. 14. 
lb. 
p. 14. 

28. 
lb. 



(b) fgnifies from the bottom. 

1 1 (b) for am, read was. 
9 (bj — from that time — occafionally. 

5 public — political. 

2 onfet — outfet. 

7 (b) — prevent — prevail. 
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Of the Innocence and Advantage of the free Difcuffion of 
all political Subjects 

My Friends and Neighbours, 

HAVING promifed you a full con- 
feffion of all my political crimes and mifdemeanors, and 
havino- in the preceding Letters made a faithful decla- 
ration concerning what / am, and what I have done a- 
mong you, I proceed to give you fome of my thoughts ; 
and tho' you might, in fome meafure, have gueiled at 
them thro' the medium of my actions, I will (live you 
that trouble, and tell you more of my thoughts than 
any knowledge you have of my actions could poflibly 
have enabled the moft fagacious of you to difcover. 
But in order to do this fairly and honeftly, you muft 
excufe me if, after fpeaking of my own faults, I touch 
a little upon yours, tho' I (hall do this with as gentle a 
hand as poflible. 

You muft, however, confider, that tho I may 
point out what appears to me to be a fault, you will, 
of courfe, be the judges in your own caufe and ac- 
knowledge 
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knowledge it or not as you may fee reafon ; and alfo that 
it is not in my power, but altogether in yours, to find 
the proper remedy. As a fenfible Pope faid to fome 
Englifhmen who were introduced to him, when he un- 
expectedly gave them his benediction in the ufual form 
at parting, " The blefljng of an old man can do you 
" no harm ;" fo the advice of an old man, as I am, how- 
ever improper, or impertinent, cannot hurt you. My 
trouble in writing is not much, and yours in reading 
is Mill lefs. 

Prefuming, as I hope I may, that, after the apo- 
logy I have made for writing thefe Letters, you will not 
think it impertinent in me, tho' an alien, to give you 
my thoughts on any fubjeft relating to the conduct of 
public affairs (in which I am as much interefled as a- 
ny of you can be) I fhall take the liberty to requeft 
more of your attention to fome particular articles, than 
you feem to me to have given to them. I may alfo 
plead that this is the only way in which I can contri- 
bute to the redreGs of any grievance of which I may 
think I lee cauie to complain. For, being an alien, I am 
neither eligible to any office of trufl my 1 elf, nor have I 
a vote for any candidate. But the loweft fervant in a 
family, if he thinks that any thing is going wrong, may 
fpeak of it to any of his fellow fervants, even to the 
Reward, or to the mafter himfelf, whether they will at- 
tend to him or not. 

Nothing, however, is more common with the friends 
of the adminiftration in all countries than to confider e- 
very cenfure of public meafures as an attack upon the go- 
vernment of the country, and every cenfure of the go- 
vernment as a thing hoftile to the people. But it is with- 
out any good reafon in either of the cafes. Will it be 
pretended that all magiurates, and all minifters of ftate, 
are infallible, or impeccable ? If not, they may mif- 
take the intereft of the country, or confult their own in- 
hered at its expence. May not, then, a perfon who 

thinks 
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thinks them to be either miftaken, or difhoneft, and 
that the people at large are in danger of being injured 
by their conducl, point it out to his countrymen. Nay, 
is it not the abfolute duty of every honeft man to give 
to others the information that he has acquired himlelf. 
According to the principles of your conftitution, all 
perlbns entruftcd with the conducl of public aEFairs, 
how high foever you have placed them, are but your 
fervants, and accountable to you for their conduct in 
office. 

Farther, if any perfon mould conceive that any thing 
in the very conftitution of the government itfelf might 
be changed for the better, is he an enemy to the people 
for propojGng it ? It is only giving his opinion con- 
cerning what he imagines will be for their good, Tho' 
he be miftaken, his intention may be the beft in the 
world, and therefore he will be entitled to their thanks. 
If I were to advife you to change the whole form 
of your government, from a republic to an abfolute mo- 
narchy, I mould do you no harm, finceyou would be 
at liberty to receive or rejecl the propofal as you thought 
proper. I might fay that a Prefident like yours would 
make a poor appearance in the prefence of a king, that 
kingly government has both more dignity and more e- 
nergy than yours ; that fuch a man as the late king of 
Piuilia, or Peter the Great of Ruffia, would prefently 
rid you of all traitorous and feditious perfons. without 
troubling your courts of juftice with them, which would 
be a great laving of expence ; that fuch a government 
would keep all the country perfectly quiet; that then 
the lower orders of the people, having nothing to do 
with politics, would attend to their proper bufinefs, of 
agriculture, manufactures, or commerce, without dif- 
traclion, and their affairs would profperin proportion ; 
and that thofe of the higher orders, the more opulent, 
not being obliged to give any part of their time to the 
£udy of the theory of government, would have more lei- 

fure 
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Cure to attend to the improvement of the polite arts 
and fcience, to the glory of the monarch in the firft 
place, and their own reputation in the fecond. 

if, notwithstanding all that I could urge in fa- 
vour of i'uch a government, you mould prefer what you 
call liberty, in which perfons of all ranks, qualified or 
unqualified, give the greateft part of their time to a fub- 
je& which they will never underftand, and dill chufe to 
clamour, and almoft fight, about cndlefs elections of 
magiftrntes, no harm would be done. You might pro- 
ceed ju ft as you had dor;e before. 

If, in order to prevent the mifchief that often ari- 
fes from competition, I mould advife that, inftead of ma- 
king a king of any native American, who wou'ld not 
foon acquire the proper difpofuion and habits of one, 
you mould return to your former allegiance to the 
king of Great Britain } a king ready formed to your 
hands, who would, no doubt, forgive all that was 
pad, and promife you the beft treatment for (he future, 
and thus become a wing of that great empire which now 
commands the world, and mare in the honour of exter- 
minating all Jacobinifm, democracy, anarchy, and ine- 
ligion (all which are now only coivfidered as different 
names of the fame thing) and you mould not quite like 
the propofa), I fhould itill hope to be excufed for ma- 
king it, from my loyalty to my natural fovereign, and 
zeal for the honour of my native county, even if I 
did not coufult yourintereft in it ; and as you would 
not be hurt, you could not be much offended. 

Mr. Cobbet, a greater admirer of England than I 
am, would, no doubt, go farther than I could in its com- 
mendation. He might fay that, could you but fee the 
king of Great Britain in his ftate coach, drawn by eight 
cream colouied horfes, with all his horfe guards, Yur- 
rounded by perhaps a hundred tfioufand admiring' fpec- 
tators, in his progrefs thro' St, J ames's park ; and alter that 
feehimfeatedin his robes on the throne in the houfe of 

Lords, 
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Lords, with all theLords and Bifhopsintheir robes; could 
you fee him ferved on the knee, and perfons kifling his 
hand, you would be afhamed of your Prefident, and 
every thing belonging to him. He might fay that an 
American would be ftruck dumb at the fight of an En- 
glifh judge feated in his fcarlet robe on the bench, with 
all the lawyers in their gowns, and flowing wi<*s. He 
would fay that the befl man among you was hardly fit 
to be made a juftice of the peace in England. And 
then what is your navy ? It is not fo much as the frog 
compared to the ox in the fable ; and might bid you take 
care left the ox mould fet his foot upon it. 

But mould you confider all this as mere prejudice 
in favour of our native country, and think there was 
more fhew than fubftance in kingly governments, that 
armies and navies cofl more than they are worth, and 
that you could employ your funds to more advantage, 
you would only fmile at our reprefentations, and not 
be angry. 

To be perfectly ferious : in all countries, and under 
every form of government, opinions of every kind, and 
thofe of all perfons, natives or aliens, in office or out of 
office, mould be perfectly free ; becaufe they can do no 
harm ; tho' overt dels, tending to the forcible fubverfion 
of any government, mould be watched with the greateft 
care. 

A perfon may even be fafely traded with the admi- 
niftration of the affairs of a country the conftitution of 
whofe government he does not approve. Admitting, 
for inflance, what is commonly fuppofed, and is not al- 
together improbable, that Mr. Adams, the Prefident, 
fhould think an hereditary monarchy preferable to an t- 
letled Executive, like that of this country ; being of q- 
pinion that fucha form of government is more favoura- 
ble to the peace and happinefs of the people ; yet, yield- 
ing, as every man muft do, to the opinion of the ma- 
jority of his fellow citizens, sad dreading, as ail wife 

men 
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men will, the hazard of any great change, or revoluti- 
on, in the government, he may faithfully adminifter that 
which he has fworn to maintain ; and I have no doubt 
but that, whatever may be his private opinion on the 
fubjecl:, he will do it to the belt of his ability. 

All that we have to apprehend in fuch a cafe is 
from the opinions of perfons in high offices becoming 
general; and it is, djubtlefs, much in their power to 
recom nend their opinions to general acceptance. Bat 
even then, if the people at large really approve of the 
chan c propofed, he will be entitled to their gratitude 
for bringing it about. 'Nothing is to be dreaded but 
violence, which we need not fear will ever be attempt- 
ed in this country. Let every thing, efpecially things 
of importance, be propofed to free difcuffion, and let 
truth and error have equal advantage. The former can- 
not fail to recommend itfelf to univerfal acceptance in 
due time, and the latter will be univerfally exploded. 

I am, &c. 



LETTER IX. 

Of Improvements in the Conjlitution of the United States. 
My Friends and Neighbours, 

r M Y objeft in this Letter is not to cri- 

ticife the whole of your conftitution, or to dwell on the 
general excellence of it. I think it the beft that has 
ever been devifed by man, and reduced to pract ice, in 
any age, or in any part, of the world. It has every 
thing that is valuable in the Englifh conftitution, which 

was 
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was confetfedly fupetior to any other in Europe, with- 
out its defe&s. Without this perfuafion I fhould not 
have come among you. But no work of man can be 
expected to be perfect j and therefore you will not, I 
hope, be offended if I mention two or three particulars, 
with refpecr. to which I think it might be improved/ 
Of this, however, you will judge for yourfelves. The 
mere opinion of any perfon, andefpecially that of an 
alien, cannot do you any harm. 

1. If, then, I may take the liberty to cenfure any 
article in your conftitution. the firft that I mould no- 
tice would be that which allows of the eligibility of 
any man to the office of Prefident for life. Hiftory 
abundantly (hews that the love of power is as great as 
that of money. The more men have of either, the 
more they generally wifh to have: It being poffible, 
then, by your conftitution, for a man to keep this high 
Situation for life, by being elected into it every four years, 
he has an intereftin enlarging the power attached to it; 
and if ambition be his object (and pure patriotilm, I 
fear, exifts only in Utopia) he will ufe every means that 
his fituation gives him, which will necefiarily be great, 
to gain friends ; efpe daily by giving offices of trull and 
emolument under him, not to thole who are the befl 
qualified to di (charge the duties of them, but to thofe 
who will fecond his views of continuing in power. And 
they who are thus favoured by him will naturally con- 
cur in promoting his intereft, becaufe it will lay him 
under an additional obligation to promote theirs. 

On the contrary, if the conftitution was fuch as 
that no perlbn could enjoy an office of fuch power as 
that of the Prefident longer than three or four years, 
and he was not eligible to it again, or not till after a 
confiderable diftance of time, it would not be his inter- 
eft to make friends at the expence of his country, and 
he would not wi(h to enlarge a power to which he rauft 

himfelf loon be, and remain, fubjeft. 

B Whatever 
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Whatever may be objected to the conftitution of 
France in other refpefts, in this it is preferable to th it of 
this country. Si-ice each of the five directors, betides 
having only one fifth part of the power of your Prefi- 
dent, muft be reduced to the rank of a common citi- 
zen in five years, the temptation he is under to extend 
his power is much lefs. This advantage, however, is 
probably more than balanced by the want of union, and 
confequently of energy, in fuch a divided executive. 

It will be faid that the longer any perfon in the 
executive offices of government continues in power, the 
more liable and uniform the meafures of government 
will be ; whereas frequent changes will be attended with 
endlefs fluctuations, fo that foreign powers will never 
know what to look to. 

But this inconvenience, for fuch it is acknowledg- 
ed to be, only takes place when the perfon poffeffed of 
this power has no will but his own to follow, as in go- 
vernments that are arbitrary, like that of Ruflia. This 
empire has feldom changed its head without a total 
change of its politics. Peter III found his country at 
War with the king of Pruffia. and inflantly became his 
ally. This alliance the emprefs, who foon fucceeded 
him. changed into a ftate of neutrality, and if fbe had 
pleafed, it might have been hoftility again. 

What can be more changeable than the meafures 
of the fame arbitrary court, directed by the caprices of 
different courtiers and favourites. Dumouriez fays that 
thofe of the court of Verfaillcs, in his time, varied with 
every change of minifters, of factions, of miftrefles, or 
of favourites. See his Life, vol. 2, p. 85. 

But the leaders of a government truly republican, 
like that of the United States, will, and muft, take 
their meafures from the wifhes of the people, which are 
not fo apt to change, becaufe they flow from the gene- 
ral intereft. The annual change of the Roman con- 
fuls never occafipned any change in the meafures of go- 
vernment, 
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vernment, nor did the annual eleftion of Doges at Ve- 
nice or Genoa. 

It will alfobe faid that if the people really prefer 
any particular Prefident to any other, they ought to be 
gratified, and not be under a neceflity of changing him. 
But in a country of fuch an extent as that of the Uni- 
ted States of America, there muft, furely, be more than 
one perfon whom the people will think fufficiemly qua- 
lified to ferve them, and in whom they can fafely place 
Confidence: and this fmall reftriction of their choice 
Will be abundant!) compenfated by putting it out of the 
power, or inclination, of any Prefident to confult his 
own intereft at the expence of theirs. 

If you read any hiftory, you will find that an at- 
tachment to particular perfons has been the occafion of 
unfpeakable mifchief in all countries. Tho' fome in- 
convenience arofe from the Romans having annual con- 
fuls, and annual generals, it was found to be trifling 
compared with thofe which were the confequence of the 
attachment the loldiei s acquired for fuch men as Mari- 
us and Sylla, Caefar and Pompey, who were fuffered 
to continue many years, in the command of the fame ar- 
mies. It was the true caufe of that fucceiTion of dread- 
ful civil wars, which did not end but with the total fub- 
verfion of the republican form of government, and the 
eftablifhment of one that was purely military and def- 
paic. 

2. So excellent aconftitution as is that of this coun- 
try deierves to be guarded with the greatefl care ; and 
yet in this refpecl; it appears to me to be defective, as it 
contains no fufficient provifion for guarding againft vi- 
olations of it by perfons entrufled with its adminiftra- 
tion. To decide in queftions of this high and ferious 
nature, there fliould, I think, be zfpccial court, con- 
fiding of deputies from all the Mates of the union. 

The greateft danger of any encroachment on the 
eonftitution is from the congrefs miftakingor exceeding 

their 



12 



To the Inhabitants 



their power; and by proceeding without any check of 
this kin.J. they might gradually affumeall the power of 
the Englifh parliament, which is uncontrouled by any 
defined conftitution. And certainly no body of men 
mould be judges in their own caufe. 

Tne ordinary judges, tho' continuing in office du- 
ring their good behaviour, and not removeable at any 
perlbn's pleafure, are fo connected with perfons in pow- 
er, and elpecially thofe from whom they received their 
appointments, that they have been found, with very few 
exceptions, to favour the exifting adminiftration in all 
countries, and in all times. 

I would alfo take the liberty to propofe that it 
mould be in the power of the legiflature of any of the 
feparate ftates to call this fpecial court, and lay before 
it whatever they mould apprehend to have been a vio- 
lation of the couftitution, by the Congrefs, the Prefi- 
dent, or any man, or body of men, whatever. 

3. If I might take the liberty to cenfure not only 
your government, bat that of every other in the world, 
it would be your requiring oaths of allegiance, and in- 
deed any declaration of a man's principles or fentiments, 
in words or writing. BeGdes being an abufe of reli- 
gion, and a temptation to prevancate. I do not believe 
that this meafure has ever been found to anfwer the end 
propofed by it. On one pretence or other, and elpe- 
cially that of perfons being compelled to take them, thro' 
the imporlibility of avoiding them, it will be main- 
tained by many, that they are of no force or obligation ; 
and in many countries oaths of allegiance have been 
changed toothers inconfiftent with them, and yet not ob- 
jected to on that account. Witnefs thofe that have been 
taken in France to the different conftitutions of that 
country iince the abolition of monarchy. 

A few conscientious perfons, who wifh to be quiet, 
and who might be fafely trufted in any government, will 
icruple to take fuch oaths ; and by this means good 

fubjefts 
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fubje&s are excluded, while men of no principle, fuch 
as alone are dangerous, will make no difficulty of ta- 
king any oath that you chufe to impofe. 

It might, furely, be fufficient to punifli perfons 
redding in any country when they are found to act con- 
trary to the laws of it. For my own part, I prefer the 
fituation of an alien, inconvenient as it is in feveral ref- 
pecls, rather than make the harfh declaration which 
your laws require refpe&ing the country of which I am 
a native ; but while my perfon and my property are in 
your power, have you not fufficient hold upon me, 
without requiring any verbal declaration about renoun- 
cing England, and of my attachment to America ? 

It may be prudent not to admit ftrangers to offices 
of truft and power til! after a competent time of refi- 
dence ; fa that it may be prefumed that they have ac- 
quired a fufficient knowledge of your laws and confti- 
tution, and a proper attachment to them. But the de- 
claration of this by an oath appears to me to be fu- 
pcrfluous, to be a caufe of diftrefs to the confcienti- 
ous. and no bar whatever to thofe whom you would 
wilh to keep out of the country. 

I am, See. 
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LETTER X. 

Of Infringments of the Confiitution by tht Aft s of Con- 
grefs refpccling the Regulation of Commerce, the Power 
of making Peace and War, and Refactions of the 
Freedom of Speech and of the Prefs. 

My Friends and Neighbours, 

WHEN I left England, I was in- 
duced to come hither chiefly on account of my high 
admiration of the confiitution of your government. It 
was at that time the only one that had been drawn up 
with deliberation by perfons appointed for that exprefs 
purpofe, and folemnly accepted by the nation. It was 
wholly founded on the rights of man, and the fov ereign- 
ty of the people. In other words it was purely republi- 
can, every officer being ehofen by the people, to icrve 
them for a limited time, and afterwards accountable to 
them for their conduct. There were no hereditary ho- 
nours, or powers of any kind, and no form of religion 
eftablifhed by law. The power of making peace or 
war, and alfo that of regulating commerce with foreign 
nations, as well as among yourfelves, was wifely placed 
in the Gongrefs, of which your immediate representa- 
tives (who are the mod interefted in every thing of this 
kind) are the moft eflential part. Your country was 
then open to all new comers without any reflri&ion; 
and that great and necefTary guard of liberty the free- 
dom of fp tech and of the prefs, was uncontrolled. Your 
confiitution exprefsly fays that " the migration of fuch 
" perfons as any flate then exifting fhould think pro- 
" per to admit fhould not be prohibited by Congrefs 
■" till the year 1808 ; and that the Congrefs fhould make 

« no 
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• no law abridging the freedom of fpeech or of the 
" prefs." 

To my great furprize and mortification, however, 
I now find that feveral of thefe articles, effential to a 
truly free government, have been, in my opinion, on 
one pretence or other, infringed. Or, if the prefent 
ftate of things be really agreeable to the Cotfftit«tion, 
it was not drawn up for the ufe of plain men, but of 
veiy acute lawyers only. Certainly the comment does 
not naturally flow from the text ; or there was in 
the letter of the conftitution a latent ambiguity, which 
defeats the profeffed objeft of it. Thus becaufe your 
Conftitution gives to the Prefident, and two thirds of 
the Senate, the power of making treaties with foreign 
powers, and treaties may relate to any fubjeft in which 
different dates may be concerned, they may make trea- 
ties of alliance, ojfenfive and defenfive, and alfo treaties 
of commerce ; and by this means all interference of the 
proper reprefentatives of the people either in the bufi- 
nefs of commerce, or of peace and war, in which they 
are mod concerned, and in which they therefore ought 
in reafon to have the mod control, is effectually pre- 
cluded. The treaty, fhackling their commerce, or in- 
volving them in a war, is aftually made independently 
of them, and all their objections to it have no effect. 

Since treaties become parts of the law, by which 
the courts of juftice are bound, I do not feebutthatit 
is in the power of the Prefident and two thirds of the 
fenate, that is I believe of twenty one men, to bind 
the country in all cafes whatever. For what is there 
that may not be introduced into fome treaty ? In this 
way this country might have become a party in the trea- 
ty of Pilnitz or of Pavia, and thus have been engaged, 
tho' ever fo reluctantly, in the coalition againft the li- 
berties of France, and of Europe in general. 

It is, moreover, contended by the friends, as they 
are called, of government, that when, in confequence 

of 
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of any treaty, mbney is to be raifed to carry, it irUoef-' 

feci:, the reprefentatives of the nation, who 

ney, muft aofolutely raife the fum required, 

phrafe is, make the appropriations ; having no other 

choice than that of raifing it in what they may think the 

bell manner. 

This is a power which even the parliament of Great 
Britain has not yet been brought to furrender. There 
the king has, indeed, the nominal power of making 
peace and war, and alfo treaties of every kind. But if 
money be neceflary to carry them into execution, the 
treaties come under difcuffion in the Houfe of Com- 
mons, and the people give or with-hold their money 
as they think proper ; fo that they have a virtual ne- 
gative on all the meafures of the court ; and certainly 
it is highly reafonable that they fhould have it. And 
was not this intended by the framers of your conftitu- 
tion too ? Could they give the Congrefs the power of 
making peace and war, and alfo that of regulating com- 
merce in one part of that inftrument, and take it out 
of their hands in another. Such maniiell inconfiilency 
and deceit is not to be fuppofed. 

It, therefore, appears molt clearly to me, who am 
a ftranger among you, that the real meaning and intent 
of the conftitution in thefe two effential articles has 
been perverted, that a mod important power has been 
taken from the many, and transferred to the few, and 
that the mod valuable interefts of the former have been 
furrendered to the latter. If in this I rcafon wrong, 
I wifh to be fet right. But I prefume that your con- 
Jlitutwn was drawn up for the ufe of the citizens at large, 
and in fuch language as it wai thought they might un- 
derftand; and this language being Englifh, I may be 
fuppofed to underfland it as well as yourfelves. Your 
conftitution is not like that of the Englifh government, 
to be looked for in remote hiftory, or colle&ed from 
the aaual exercife of it, like the principles of the com- 
mon 
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mon law. It is committed to writing, and was made 
in the memory of perfons now living ; fo that the real 
meaning of every article of it, and the reafons on which 
they were founded, are well known. 

'_ So evident is it, in my opinion, that the alien and 
/edition acts are unconftitutional, that I (hall not en- 
Jar-e on the proof of this. It is fufficient, I think, to 
obfevve withrefpeclto them, that the Congvefs have made 
Jaws (if unco nal acts can be called laws) on 

fubje&swithrefpcctto which they were exprefsly forbid- 
den by the conflitution to make any. I {hall, there- 
fore, content my felt" with making fome obiervations on 
the nature and tendency of them. 

Laws calculated to reftrain the freedom of fpeech 
and oi the prefs, which have always been made on the 
pretenfe of the abufe of them, are of fo fufpicious a na- 
ture in themfelves, and have been fo conftantly the 
refort of arbitrary governments, that I was beyond 
meafure aftonifhed to find them introduced here; and 
yet in fome refpecls the laws that have laiely been 
made by Congrefs are more fevere than thofe in Eng- 
land. 

While the prefs is open to the friends, as well as 
the enemies, of thofe in power, I fee no good reafon 
why they mould not be content to defend themfelves 
with the fame weapons with which they are attacked. 
Why mould any man fhelter himfelf behind penal laws 
when he is attacked by argument, if it was in his pow- 
er to defend himfelf in the fame way. Argument an- 
fwers the pnrpofe fo much more effectually than force, 
that it is reafonable to conclude, that recourfe will ne- 
ver be had to the latter, but when there is a failure of 
the former. Why do we ufe a rod to children, but 
becaufe they are incapable of hearing reafon ? In no 
country will there ever be wanting men fufficiently 
able, and willing, to defend the conduct of the govern- 
ing powers. To this flandard men of genius are rea- 

C dy 
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dy enough to run, from motives that do not need to be 

pointed oat. 

Ail mere opinions concerning the con du Q. of per- 
fons in pubhc offices ought to be as free as any other 
opmions concerning fubje&s that are interefting to 
the community. In fact, it is no more than matters 
cenfuring the coni '.~tof th*ir fcrvmts For every in- 
dividual is a part of the gr-at mafs, for the ufe of whom 
all governments were indicated. But perfons in <jfi.ct % 
which necelfarily implies fervitude, being ulually called 
governors, are apt to arrogate to themfclves the prero- 
gatives of majlers ; and their friends and flatterers call 
almoft every cenfure on their conduct, every thing 
that has in it more of freedom than they like, in fpeaking 
or writing. /edition or treafn : whereas, in reafon, no- 
thing ought to be fo termed, that does not immediately 
affect, the peace of the country. 

The characters, or the lives, of perfons in office, 
by whatever names they may be called, ought not to 
be confidered in any other light than thofe of other 
individuals, under the protection of the fame laws. 
An attempt to take the life of a king would ne- 
ver have been confidered as high treafon in Europe, 
if kings had not been confidered in a different light 
from that of the fervants of the Public. Not but that 
the lives of all public officers, civil or military, even that 
of a conftable, being of great importance to the fociety, 
the crime of taking them away is greater than that of 
the murder of private perfons ; but hull it is a different 
thing from that of high treafon. But tho' it may be 
proper to guard the lives of public officers by fevere 
penal laws, there is no neceffity for fuch a defence of 
their char abler s, or public conduct; becaufe they may 
be defended by the fame means by which they are at- 
tacked. When a life is taken the mifchief is without 
remedy, but any injury done to a character may be r«^ 
paired. 

Governors 
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Governors vainly endeavour to ward off impend- 
ing evjls by impofing filence on their adverfaries. Hif- 
tory fhews rhat no government ever derived any per- 
manent advantage from meafures of this kind. The 
lels men have the liberty to /peak, the more they will 
think; and they naturally fufpett that what they ar« 
forbidden to examine will not bear examination. 

In noo, ntrj was there ever lefs literty of print- 
ing and publifhing than in France before the revoluti- 
on. When I was at Pans, in 1774. the tranliator of 
the fivft volume of my Experiments on Air could not 
obtain leave to publifh th* whole of my Preface, which 
contained lome free fentiments concerning the general 
extenfion of knowledge. The infpector of the prefs 
defired a friend to inform me, that he had not himlelf 
any objection to the publication; but that the nature 
of his office was fuch, that it would be too hazardous 
for him to admit of it. 

But did this ftri&nefs prevent the revolution ? 
The freefl publications were at the fame time circulated 
with the greateft induftry, and they were read with a- 
vidity, and with tenfold effect, in confequence of it. 
The fame will be the cafe in every other country in 
which the fame meafures (hall be adopted ; fo that with- 
out pretending to any extraordinary means of prying 
into futurity, we may predicl, that thecaufeof monar- 
chy in England, and that of federalifm in this coun- 
try, will be no gainers eventually by what their advo- 
cates are doing in this way. 

I am, &c. 
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LETTER XL 



Of the Laws relating to Aliens, and the Naturalization 
of Foreigners. 

My Friends and Neighbours, 

ALL the laws refpecling Aliens, and 
thofe that are calculated to throw difficulties in the way 
o< naturalization, have been made fir.ce my arrival in 
the country, and I am far from feeing the wifdom of 
them. L'ttle did I then expect that, the' I continued 
an alien, I mould not have the right of a trial by jury, 
which your conllitution exprefsly gives to all per fans 
without exception, if I fhould be acculed of any crime ; 
whereas I now find that, not only without the benefit 
of a jury, but that even without a trial, or indeed any 
formal accufation, }uur Prefident may, of his own fuf- 
picion only, fend me out of the country. And in this 
cafe perfect innocence is no fecurity ; fince the beft of 
men are liable to prejudice, and open tofalfe informa- 
tion. 

It is not denied that thofe laws were intended to 
exclude from this country the friends of liberty, oppro- 
brioufly called Jacobins, Democrats, &c. emigrating 
from Europe, a defcription of men in which I am proud 
to rank myfelf. But confider the matter calmly, and 
fay whether you can think the object worth fecuringby 
this means. What does this country, I do not fay the 
governors of it, but what does the country, what do ycur- 
felves, gain by it. You certainly do not now want peo- 
ple from Europe. Your population increafes fa ft e- 
nough without this additional fource ; but you want the 
money ci Europeans, to clear your country, and culti- 
vate 
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vate your lands, and you cannot expect the money 
without the men. 

Had thofe laws been made fix years ago, there 
would not have been an Englifhman in this place ; but 
tho' the makers and friends of the laws would not have 
been forry for this, can you fay the fame ? Have the pro- 
prietors of lands and houfes, have your artizans, and 
your labouring poor, derived no advantage from our re- 
fidence among you ? Have you not been benefited by 
the purchafes we have made, and the punctuality of 
our payments ; and what is perhaps more than this, by 
the example of our activity and induftry, which are ha- 
bitual to Englifhmen ? 

You fee, befides, that the dread of our politics, 
which has been the caufe of all thefe harfh laws, is al- 
together chimerical. For the Englifh of this place are 
no<: more agreed on this fubjedi than you are your- 
felves. Several of us are as good federalists as any of 
you, and none of us more violently democratical than 
others of you. And the generality are mtn who qui- 
etly mind their bufinefs, without gwing th mlelv. s. or 
you, any trouble on the fiibjedk Very far mould I 
have been from writing thefe expoftulatory letters en 
the iubject of Politics, 'if I could have been fullered 
as quietly to fallow the bulmels oi my library and 
my laboratory, as they do that of their feverui profeffi- 
ons. But to be held out as I have been for feveral years 
as a dangerous perfon, on whom it behoves the gover- 
nors of the country to keep a watchful eye, and per- 
haps to have been in a great meafure the caufe of the 
prevailing jealoufy of foreigners, and of the laws 
that are calculated to exclude them, has at length, tho' 
with much relu&ance, led me to endeavour to unde- 
ceive you. If I fucceed it will be to your advantage 
as well as mine. If not, things will only remain as 

they were before. ' . . 
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Admitting the object of our adversaries to be a 
proper one, I do not fee that they gain any advantage 
by rendering naturalization difficult. It is not a man's 
being kept by force in the flate of an alien that will 
difpoi'e him to think better of any country ; nor, if his 
difpofition be hoftile to it, and he be chagrined by this 
fufpxionof him, will it be at all the lefs in his power 
to do the rmfchief that is apprehended from him. His 
being an alien does not prevent his fpeaking or writing; 
and by the ufe of his tongue, and his pen, he has all 
the influence that his talents and a&ivUy can give him. 
Ail that you take from him is his capacity for enjoy- 
ing an) civil office, which a ftrangcr, tho' naturalized, 
Would not focm expect; and his Tingle vote for any 
ot - 1 rperfon to gain it is of trifling conftquence among 
many thoufands. 

If the grofs abufe from which I have never been 
ex .ipted ever fnice my arrival in this country could 
ha\ e made m< an enemy to it (which it by no means 
lias done) was it not in my power to have written in 
your newfpaprrs, or to have pubiifhcd political pam- 
phlets, i ither anonymoufly, or otherwife, as I mould 
have thought nioft prudent, and by that means have 
done as much milchief as if I had been naturalized ? 

Where, then, is the wildom of thefe meafures, 
which prevent the coming of valuable emigrants, fuch 
as you wifhto receive, and do not take from thofe that 
you diflike their power of injuring you ? To make 
thefe meafures of any real ufe to thofe who are advo- 
cates lor them, they ought to have been carried farther. 
Aliens mould not have been allowed the ufe of pen, 
ink and paper ; or whatever they wrote, mould have 
been fubjeci: to the infpe&ion of the officers of go- 
vernment. They mould alfo have feen no company but 
in the prefence of the fame officers. This being un- 
derftood, the end would be effectually gained, by the 
voluntary retreat of all the aliens in the country, and the 

effectual 
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effectual prevention of the arrival of any mr>re. The 
half meafures you now take are calculated to do you 
more harm than good. 

What you fee of Englifhmen in this place, you 
may take for granted is equally true of thole that are 
fettled mother parts of the continent. The genera 'y 
of them only wiih to be quiet; and if they were oth - 
wife difpofed, they aie in no degree formidable, 9 1 
the country derives advantage from their capital and 
their example, efpecially that of the Englifh farm rs ; 
and fuch men are of the greatcft importance in this 
agricultural country. 

But to find in America the fame maxims of go- 
vernment, and the fame proceedings, from which 
many of us fled from Europe, and to be reproached 
as difturbers of govenment there, and chiefly becaufc 
we did what the court of England will never forgive in 
favour of liberty here, is, we own, a great difappointment 
to us, efpecially as we cannot now return. Had Dr. Price 
himfelf, the great friend of American liberty in Eng- 
land, or Dr. Wren, with both of whom I zealoufly 
a£ted in behalf of your prifoners, who muft otherwife 
have ftarved, and in every other way in which we' could 
fafely ferve your caufe, becaufe we thought it thecaufe 
of liberty and jujlice, again It tyranny and opprejjion ; 
I fay, had either of thefe zealous, and a&ive, and cer- 
tainly, difenterefted, friends of America been now liv- 
ing, they would not have been more welcome here 
than myfelf; and they would have held up their hands 
with aftomfhment to fee many of the old tories, the 
avowed enemies of your revolution, in greater favour 
than themfelves. If in this you acl on the ehriftian 
principle of forgiving and loving your enemies, for which, 
if they repent, you are to be commended, you mould 
not forget your obligations to old and fleady friends. 

The emigrants you wifh to exclude arethofewho 
micrht reafonably expect to be the bell received here, 



#s 



34 



To the Inhabitants 



as moil likely to be attached to your government ; be- 
Cci fell is free from every thing that they complain of 
at home. Finding here no hereditary honours or pow- 
ers, no church eifablifhrnent. few taxes, and thofe laid 
by the reprefentativesof the people, freely choien, what 
could lead to a iufpicion thatperfons flying from what 
was in all refpeds the reverfe of this in Europe fhould 
not be the belt friends to the government here ? 

I am, Sec. 



LETTER XII. 



Of the Policy of America with RefpcB to Foreign Na- 
tions 

My Friends and Neighbours, 

Having taken the liberty in the pre- 
ceding letters to arraign the wifdom of fome of the late 
mcafures of your government with refpecl to your home 
concerns, I mall proceed with the fame, I hope not of- 
fenfive, freedom, to fay what I think of your condud 
towards foreign nations ; and with refpeft to them I am 
of opinion that you have done what your intereft re- 
quired you not to have done. 

While an alliance fubfifted between this country 
and France, which had given you material afliftancein 
aliening your independence, a treaty of amity as well 
as of commerce and navigation, fhould not, I think, 
nave been made with England without the knowledge, 
if not the concurrence, of the French government. 
And this being done while thofe countries were in a 

flate 
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ftate of war, could not fail to give umbrage to France, 
efpecialiy as your ambaffador, who negotiated the trea- 
ty, was oflenfibly fent for a very different purpofe, viz. 
to demand fatisfaction for injuries received from En- 
gland. In this proceeding I fee nothing of the fair- 
nefs and opennefs that I mould have expected from a 
republican government. 

The French government, however, refented this 
conduct more than reafon and true policy required ; and 
tho' it might be expccled that, if friendfhip was really in- 
tended, a perfon fuppofed to be friendly to them would 
have been fent to negotiate with them, they had no 
;ht to reject any perions in whom this country put 
confidence. 

The French government, alfo, following the ex- 
ample of England, was much to be blamed for their 
conduct to this country, and the neutral nations in 
general. And when your coafls were infulted, and 
your vefTels captured almoft in the mouth of your 
harbours, you did right, I think, to protect your pro- 
perty, and repel that violent aggreflion. But this might 
have been done without making it a national quarrel, 
by allowing the merchants to defend their property, 
which they would have done at no great expence ; and 
this would have been defrayed in the beft manner by 
an advance of the price of their goods. But to build 
navies, and efpecialiy to raife flanding armies, on ac- 
count of any apprehenfion you could reafonably have 
from France, a country fo diflant, and which could 
not have any imaginable motive for quarrelling with 
you, was, in my opinion, the wildefl policy, and put- 
ting the country to a great expence for nothing, if not 
worfe than nothing. For one writer on the fide of 
your government in the Philadelphia Gazette for Oc- 
tober 19, fays that the army was intended to overaw, or 
fupprefs, the democrats. If this be true (and this wri- 
ter has better means of information than I have) it is a 

D declaration 
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declaration of war againft thofc who difapprove the 
late mrafures.* 

Tho' I honour your Prefident for his, frank and 
open condu6l. the reverfe of that of the crafty politici- 
an, which I confider as one of the mod deteftable of 
human characters, I could not approve of his unne- 
ce.lUrv and inceflant, not to fay unjuit, invectives againft 
the French government It was in my opinion, un- 
becoming a wife ftatefman, and mud render a recon- 
cileation with France which is certainly a very defira- 
ble object) more difficult than it would otherwife be, 
during his prefidency ; unlefs the French directory 
have more temp r and prudence than we can reafona- 
bly expt ct. 

All this, you will fay, is nothing more than com- 
mon place party politics. But if I have nothing bet- 
ter, what mult I fay ? You wifh I fuppofe, to know 

my 

* The writer of this remarkable paper fays " Though 
France or Rigaud fhould not invade us, we have, nevertheless, 
all thd holt of internal enemies to keep down. What can do 
it fo effectually as a good body of troops ? To keep thieves 
off, have a gun or a fword at your bed fide To keep trai- 
tors, united Irifhmen, and Frenchmen in awe, hav< fome 
troops ready to repel the fiift invaders, to crufh the firft ri- 
fings and Editions. An ounce of prevention is worth a tun 
of remedy " 

« Military force, they tell us, is fimetimes abufed. What 
power is n^r ? Civil power certainly is. But a military force 
more frequently turns agair.ft its employers than it betrays or 
repress liberty. Thais, indeed, a ftrong argument agiinft 
ufin* it. But remote dangers are to be difregarded when 
greater are imminent. Jacobins are to be kept out of the ar- 
my and militia. Government mu ft ufe its beft courage and 
Tee." 

« Plain truth, like this, is not to be expefted from men in 
Congrefs. or general courts. This is no good reafon why it 
fhould not b • told by other honed men, nor why honeft men 
(hould reject it." 
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my fentiments, and they are fiich as I have to offer on 
a lubj;ct which has agitated the minds of all the citi- 
zens of the United Srares. However, I fhall now 
proceed to obfervations that are not To very trite, and 
indeed almoU peculiar to myfelf. 

If any country in the world was fo fituated as 
to be capable of deriving advantage from al! rations, and 
of receiving injury horn none of thtm, it isfurely 1 his. 
The native Indians being out of the queftion, as hav- 
ing no power to hurt you, all that you can have in con- 
templation are the feveral powers of Europe, generally, 
and efpeciaily at this time, in a ftate of war with each 
other. But as it is the ir.tereft of them all to be upon 
good terms with this country, it is very caly for this 
country to be upon good terms with them, without 
taking any part in their quarrels. 

As this nation wants no territory belonging either 
to France or England, the two great rival nations of 
Europe, and they have novilible intereft in coveting 
anything belonging to this, no natural caufe of hofti- 
lity canexid witii refpecl to either of them. Every 
poffible difference mull relate to commercial inter- 
courie. But if regard to profit and lofs be the leading 

principle 

I, as a democrat, and an enemy to (landing armies, 'hank 
the writer of this paper, and alfo the perfon who introduced 
the extracts from it into the Northumberland Gaztfte of 
Nov 9, for this frank communication. When perfons in of- 
fice will not, as this writer fays, fpeak out, and tell their 
whole meaning, we are o liged to their friends for d<. ingit for 
thrm. I with this paper may be copied into every Ncwfpa- 
per in the United fctates ; as I am confident it would do more 
towards opening the eyes of the people with refpea to the late 
meafures of the government, than all our writing And if 
this be done, there will be nothing to apprehend either from 
fedition laws, or ttanding armies- The nlifaan will be bro- 
ken, and the caftle, with all its Wttific apparatus, will vanun 
at once. 
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principle in all tranfaftions of a commercial nature, 
the protection of commerce can never be a juftifiable 
caufe of war ; becaufe, whatever be the iflue of nation- 
al hoftility, the lofs muft far exceed the amount of all 
the poffible gain. It is the part of wifdom, therefore, 
to bear a fmallerlofs, rather than endeavour to repair it, 
with the certainty of incurring a greater. 

As to mere infults, there is^norc dignity in dif- 
pifing than in referring them. No exprt ilion of con- 
tempt can juftify a war between nations, any more than 
it will juftify duels between individuals. In both cafes 
alike it is the conduct of men governed by paffion rather 
than by reafon, by a principle of falfe honor, rather than 
the true one. 

All the intercourse you can want with any foreign 
nation is, as I have obferved, a commercial one ; and 
the idea of commerce is very fimple. It confifts in 
nothing more than the exchange of one commodity for 
another. If any thing that you have be of lefs value 
to you than it is to a foreign nation, and any thing that 
they have be of more value to you than it is to them, 
it is for the benefit of both countries to exchange the 
one' for the other. But the means, or the mode, in 
which this exchange is made is not the commerce. A 
third nation mioht be the carrier of the different com- 

o 

modities from the one to the other. 

If the merchants of either of the two countries un- 
dertake this bufinefs, it is foreign to what is properly 
their own ; and if, in any fituation of national affairs, 
there be peculiar hazard in this bufinefs, thofe who un- 
dertake it ought to lay their account with that hazard be- 
fore they engage in it, as perfons who undertake any o- 
ther kind of bufinefs do with refpecl; to theirs. And 
whatever lofs is incurred by it, it will not fall upon them, 
but upon their cuflomers. For in all cafes the confu- 
mex is the perfon who pays every expence attending 

the 



Of Northumberland, &c. 2 q 

the railing, or the tranfport, of the commodity that he 
purchales. 

If any number of perfons enfure the fafety of mips 
at fea, they expeft to be gainers by that undertaking, 
as well as the merchant by his, or the farmer by his ; 
and the merchant will not fail to charge the price of the 
infurance to his cuftomers. Is it not far better, then, to 
let things go on in this natural train, in which the on- 
ly inconvenience is that, during this ftate of things, the 
confumer will pay a little more than ufual for his com- 
modity, than to defend this particular branch of bufi- 
nefs by involving the nation in a war ? 

Exclufive of all consideration of the horrors of 
war, to which ftatefmen in general give little attention, 
it were far better, that is, far lefs expenfive, for the nati- 
on to pay for all the lofs by a direct tax ; but much bet- 
ter ftill, if the rifle of lofs be very great, to fufpend that 
branch of bufinefs altogether. Others, who can do it 
at a lefs rifk, will be ready enough to undertake it; and 
the competition of nations, and of merchants, is fuch, 
that the country will be ferved as well, and as cheaply, 
as the Mate of things will bear. While the Tea remains 
open to all nations, we need not fear wanting anything 
that other nations can fupply us with. Allowing this 
to be an evil, or an undefirable flate of things, it can- 
not be of any long continuance. After this things will 
return to their natural Hate, and the merchants may un- 
dertake the carrying trade, in addition to their proper 
bufinefs, as before. 

But if navies muft be built and manned for the fake 
of protecting this particular branch of bufinefs, and 
what is a neceflary coniequence, if hoftilitics muft be 
engaged in fn ft at fea, and then by land ; and if ambafla- 
dors muft be maintained at foreign courts, which is ano- 
ther con fequence of the fame fyftem, for one dollar that 
the former fyftem would require, this will require a thou- 
fcmd, to fay nothing of the intricacy of foreign politics, 

and 
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and the lives that will be loft in war. The kingdom of 
China acts upon the fyftern that I wi(h to recommend. 
That country has an extenfive commerce with all the 
world, but it employs few (hips of Us own, it has no re- 
lidcnt ambaflador at any foreign court, and it has no 
wars on account of com' 

The merchant, or rather the carrier of merchandize 
from port to port, will lav. that as he follows a lawful 
occupation, he ought to be protected in it. But then e- 
very other perfon whofe occupation is lawful has the 
fame plea for a reimburfement of bis lofles ; (or exam- 
ple th; (aimer the manufacturer, &c. Do they not ..11 
lay their account with the accident's to which their Seve- 
ral profeflions are liabie, and charge their cuftomcrs ac- 
cordingly. 

J f the farmer mould apply to Congrefs for indem- 
nification of his lofles by ftorms, drought, or infects, 
would he not be told that he knew his undertaking to 
be fubjedr. to all thole accidents, that it was his bufi- 
nefs, and not theirs, to guard againft them as well as 
he could, and that he might indemnify himfelf by the 
advanced prices of fuch produces as he was able to 
raife ? And (hould not the (hipper of goods, and the 
infurers, be content with a fimiiar anfwer to their com- 
plaints, whether of lofles by pirates, privateers ot other 
nations, &c. Sec. as well as by fhipwrecks. All thefe 
fhould be equally confidered as accidents, to which, in 
a particular (late of things, they knew their undertak- 
ing to be liable, as much as the farmer was apprized of 
the danger of bad feafons. 

They might farther be told, that it would be the ex- 
treme of folly, and injuftice, in the reprelentatives of 
the nation, to involve it in a ftate of war, for the 
recovery of any Cum they could have loft by the cer- 
tain expenditure of a hundred times as much, befides 
hazarding the fafety of the whole ftate. 

A nation conducting its affairs on thefe maxims, 

defending 
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defending its territory by a well difciplinerl militia, re- 
monftrating againfl injuries from othtr nations but 
never revenging them, and withal adirig juftly and 
generoufly on all occafions, could not tail to be re f- 
pedled, and would nor i». fubjeft tomany infults. It 
would infure the invaluable bl< ihng of peace.. Ir would 
employ its hands, and its capital, in the improvement 
of the country, in making bridges, roads, and navi- 
gable canals, in encouraging fcience, agriculture, and 
manufactures. It would contract no debts, and have 
occafion for few taxes ; and therefore could not fail to 
flurifh more than any country has ever yet done. 

When I once took the liberty to throw out thefe 
hints to the Prefident, to whom they were not new, he 
quoted the authority of fome perfon which I do not re- 
coiled!:, who faid that " a nation that could acl on fuch 
t: maxims would command the world!" I doubt 
not it loon would ; and there is a nation now under 
the difcipline of providence deftined for this great 
purpofc. It is to govern the world in peace, when 
nation will no more rife up againfl nation, and when 
they will learn war no more. This happy ftate of things 
is diftinclly announced in the prophecies of fcripture, 
fo that no chriflian can have any doubt with refpecl: to 
it; and the prefent appearance of things in the old 
world is fuch as leads me to expe£t that it will take place 
at no very great diftance of time. It is. however, accor- 
ding to the fame prophecies, to beptecededby a feafonof 
uncommon calamity fuch as there never was finee there 
was a nation (Dan xii, 1) andefpecially by the de- 
flruclion of men in war, which we now fee abundant- 
ly verified, but the final ifliie is to be mofl glorious 
and happy. It will be what is in the prophecies called 
the kingdom of heaven, a Rate of righteoufnefs and peace. 
With refpecl; to this, I faid fome years ago, what I 
mail repeat, and conclude with now. "May this king- 
dom of God, and of Chrift, that which I conceive 

« to 
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". to be intended in the Lord's prayer, fully come, tho* 
" ail the kingdoms of the world be removed to make 
" way for it." 

Hoping to have no occafion to trouble you with 
any more Letters of this kind, I am, with my willies 
and prayers for your temporal and eternal welfare, 

My Friends and Neighbours, 

Yours fincerely, 

J. PRIESTLEY. 



P. S. Finding that it is generally reported among 
thofe who call themfelves Federalijls, that Mr. Coo- 
per writes as prompted, or fupported, by me, I think 
it right to obferve, that they who believe this know no- 
thing of Mr. Cooper, or of me. Every thing that he 
has written has been wholly independent of me. He 
is not a man that requires to be prompted, or fupport- 
ed, by any perfon. Tho' I was frequently in his com- 
pany during the publication of his Eflays, I never faw 
one of them, nor do I diftinclly recollect even hearing 
him mention the fubjecT: of any of them, before their 
publication. 
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POLITICAL ARITHMETIC, 

APPLIED TO THE CASE OF THE 

UNITED STATES of AMERICA. 

Firjl publijlud in the aurora for February 26 
and 27,' 1798.* 

(By a Quaker in Politics.) 



AN idea of the true lnterefts of any 
Country is perhaps molt eafily formed by fuppofing it 
to be the property of one perfon, who would naturally 
wifh to derive the greateft advantage from it, and who 
would therefore, lay out his capital in fuch a manner 
as to make it the molt productive to him. An atten- 
tion to feparate and difcordant interefts of different 
dalles of men, is apt to diffract the mind : but when 
all the people are confidered as members of one family, 
who can he difpofed of, and employed, as the head of it 
fliail direct, for the common benefit, that caufe of em- 
barraffment is removed. 

To derive the greateft advantage from any coun- 
try it will be neceltary that attention be paid, in the 

E firft 

* Some of the leading fentiments in this paper arc the fame 
with thofe in the preceding Letters : but chey could not well 
be left out, and I think them of fuilicient importance to be re- 
peated. 
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firft place, to the wants of nature, and to raife f'om it, 
in the ^reateft quantity and perfection, fucb p cti- 

ons as are neceffary to feed and clothe the irihab mts, 
and to provide them with habitations, in order to guard 
themagainft the inclemency of the weather, and after 
this fuch as are of ufe to their more ro if irtable ac- 
commodation, and the fupply of artifk ■-■ wants. 

If any country be completely infui.'.i? ' oi cut ff 
from all communication with other countries, it will 
be neceffary to raife all thofe articles within itfelf; but 
wl j n a comm i uc'ation is opened with other countries, 
th ■ pr tprietor will do well to give his whole attention 
to thofe productions which his own country can beft 
yield, and exchange the furplus for tuch articles as o- 
ther countries can better fupply him with. For by 
that means, his labour will be employed to the moft 
advantage. If, for example, it would employ him a 
month to go thro' all the proceffes which are neceffary 
to make a piece of cloth, when the effecl of the la- 
bour of a week in his hufbandry would enable him to 
purchafe that cloth, it will be better for him to confine 
himfelfto his hufbandry, and buy his cloth; befides- 
that, not making it his fole bufinefs, he would not, with 
any labour, make it fo well. And now that a com- 
munication by fea with all parts of the world is fo well 
eftablifhed, that it may be depended upon that whate- 
ver any country wants another can fupply it with, to 
the advantage of both, this exchange may be made with 
little interruption, even by war. 

Commerce confifls in the exchange of the commo- 
dities of one country for thofe of another j and as this, 
like any other bufinefs, will be performed to the moft 
advantage by perfons who give their whole attention to 
it, and who are called Merchants, it will be moft con- 
venient, in general, that this be done by them, rather 
than by thofe who employ themfelves in raifin^ the 
produce. The bufinefs of conveying the produce of 

on<r 
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one country to another is a different thing from mer- 
chandize. Thofe who employ Chips for this purpofe, 

are paid for their trouble b\ the freight of their veffels] 
wh.le the merchant fubfi its from what he gains by the 
exchange of commodities. 

What is generally termed atlive commerce is that 
which is carried on by the natives of any country, in 
ftlips of their own, conveying their produce to other 
countries, and bringing back theirs in return ; and that 
is called pajfivt commerce which is carried on at home, 
people of other countries bringing their commodities, 
and taking back what they want in exchange for them. 
'1 he quantity of proper commerce, or merchandize, is 
the fame in hoth thefe cafes. AJ1 the difference confiftfi 
in the employment given to the carriers, and the Ship- 
ping ot the different countries. 

While the communication with other countries 
by fea is open, it cannot be for the intereft of any 
country, either to impofe duties on goods brought into 
it, or to give bounties on thofe that are exported; be- 
caufe, by both thefe means, the people are made to 
pay more than they otherwife would do for the fame 
benefit. In both cafes the price of the goods muft be 
advanced. He who pays the duty will be lefunded at 
lead, by the perfons who purchafe the commodity, and 
the bounty to the vender mull be paid by a tax on a:l 
the inhabitants. 

It is. no doubt, the intereft of any particular clafs 
< perfons to extend their bufinefs, and thereby m- 
creafe their gains. But if then fellow citizens pa) more 
in the advanced price of what they purchafe than their 
gam amounts to, the community is a lofer ; and if it 
be equal, one clafs is made to contribute to the main- 
tenance of another, when all have an equal natural 
right to the fruits of their own labour. 

For the lame reafon, if, on any account, the con- 
veyance of goods from one country to another be at- 
tended 
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tended with more lofs than gain, the pcrfon in whofe 
hands was the property of the whole would difconti- 
nue that branch of bufinefs, and employ his capital in 
f'ome other way, or rather let it remain unproductive 
than employ it to a certain lofs. 

Thefe maxims appear to me to be incontroverti- 
ble in the abftracl. What, then, may be learnt from 
them with refpeft to this country, fituated as it now 
is ? 

Without enquiring into the caufe, which is no 
part of my object, it is a fact, that the conveyance of 
goods, or the carrying trade of this country, which 
has generally been taken up by the merchants, though 
it is no neceffary branch of their bufinefs, is peculiarly 
hazardous, and of courfe, expenfive. This expence 
the country at large muft pay, in the advanced price of 
the goods purchafed. In this flate of things they 
have alio found it neceffary to lend ambaffadors to 
diftant countries, in order to remove the fuppofed 
caufe of the difficulty, which is attended with another 
expence. It has lib-wife been thought neceffary to 
build (hips of war for the purpofe of protecting this 
carrying trade; and if this be don.- to any tffecf, it 
muff be attended with much more expence. 

I do not pretend to be able to calculate the expence 
occafioned by any of thefe circumftances ; but the a- 
mount of all three, viz. the additional puce to the car- 
rier to indemnify him for his rifque, the expence of 
ambadadors, and that of fitting out fhips of war; 
I cannut help thinking muft be much more than 
all the profit that can be derived from the carrying 
trade; and if lb. a perlbn who had the abfolute com- 
mand of all tha fhippnng. and all the capital of the coun- 
try, would fee it to be/his intereft to lay up his fhips for 
the prefent, and make fome other ufe of his capital. 
And as the greateu part of the country is as yet un- 
cleared, and there is a great want of roads, bridges and 

canals. 
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uanals, the ufe of which would fiifficiently repay him 
for any {urns laid out upon them, and the) would not 
fill to contribute to the improvement of the country, 
which I fuppofe to be hiseftate, be would natural: 
out his fuperfluous eapital on thefe great objects. The 
expenceof building one man of war would fuffice to 
make a bridge over a river of a confiderable extent, and 
(which ought to be a ferious confederation) the morals of 
labourers are much better preferved than thofe of iea- 
»cn ; and efpecially thofe of foldrers. 

Another great advantage attending this conduct: is, 
that the country would be in no danger of quarrel lino- 
with any of its neighbours, and thereby the hazard of 
war. which is neceffarily attended with incalculable evils, 
phyfical and moral, would be avoided. To make this 
cafe eafier to myfelf, I would coniider injuries done by 
Other natons, in the fame light as lolles by hurricanes 
or earthquakes : and without indulging any refentment, 
I would repair the damage as well as I could. I would 
not be angry where an er could an(wer no eood end. 
If one nation affront another, the people would do beft 
to take it patiently, and content themfelves with making 
remon fi ranees. There is the trueft dignity in this con- 
ducl: ; and unprovoked injuries would not often be re- 
peated, as the injurious nation would foon find that it 
gained neither credit nor advantage by fuch behav lour. 

This is the cafe with independent individuals, and 
why fhould it be otherwife with iudependent nations ? 
Rafh and hafty men, Handing on what they fancy to be 
honour, are ever quarrelling, and doing themfelves, as 
well as others, infinitely more mifchief than could pof- 
fibly arife from behaving with chriftian meeknefs and 
forbearance. In fact, they aft like children, who have 
no command of their padions, and not like men, gov- 
erned by reafon. In this calculation, peace of mind, 
which is preferved by the meek, and loft by the quar- 
relfome, is a very important article. 

It 
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It will be faid. that merchants, having no other 
occupation than that of ft nding goods to foreign coun- 
tries, by which their own is benefited, have a right 
to the protection of their country. But wha is the rult 
of right in this, or any other cafe ? It mud be regula- 
ted by a regard to the good of the whole ; and if the 
country receive more injury than benefit by any branch 
of bufinefs. it ought to be discontinued ; and thofe who 
engage in any bufinefs. mould Jay their account with 
the rifque to which it is expofed, as much as the far- 
mer with the rifque of bad feafons, for which his coun- 
try makes him no indemnification, though his employ- 
ment is as beneficial to it as that of the merchant. 

If, therefore, in thele circumftances of extraor- 
dinary hazard, any perfon will fend his goods to fea., 
it mould be at his own rifque ; and the country, which 
receives more injury than advantage from it, and whofe 
peace is endangered by it, fhould not indemnify him for 
any lofs. Let him, however, be fully apprized of this ; 
and if he will perfift in doing as he has done, the con- 
fequence is to himfelf, and his country is not implicated 
in it. 

This is a country which wants nothning but peace, 
and an attention to its natural advantages, to make it 
moft flourifhing and refpeCtable ; and wanting the ma- 
nufactures of other countries, its friendfhip will becourt- 
ed by them all, on account of the advantage they will 
derive from an intercourfe with it. Other countries 
being fully peopled, the inhabitants mujl apply to ma- 
nufactures ; and where can they find inch a market as 
this rauft necefiarily be ? And on account of the rival- 
ih.p and competition which there will be among them, 
the people of this country cannot fail to be ferved in the 
che; p. it manner by them ail. This will be indepen- 
dent of all tin tr politics, with which this country has 
nothing to do. But, if by endeavouring to rival any 
of them in naval power (v.-hich will only re fumble the 

fro z 
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frog in the fable endeavouring to fwell itfelf to the 
fiz oi the ox) it excites their jealoufy, and this country 
fhouldjoin any one of them agamft any other, it will cer- 
tainly not only lofe the advantage it might derive from 
the trade of that country, but pay dearly for its folly, 
by the evils of a ftate of warfare. 

What feems to be more particularly impolitic in 
this country, as ill fuiting the ftate of it, is the duty on 
the importation of £00/65, which are fo much wanted, 
and which even great encouragement could not produce 
here. Is it at al! probable that fuch works as the Greek 
and Latin claffics, tbofe of the chnftjan Fathers, the 
Polyglott Bible, the Philofophical Tran factions, or the 
Memoirs of the Academy of Sciences, &c. &c. will, 
in the time of our great grand children be printed in 
the United States ? and yet there is a heavy duty on 
their importation ; and for every printer, or maker of 
p per for printing, there are, no doubt, leveral thou- 
fand purchafers of books, a!i of whom are taxed for 
their advantage. In thefe circumflances, it were fure- 
ly b:tter to have more cultivators of the ground, and 
fewer printers. 

When I fee at what expence ambalfadors are fent 
to foreign and diflant countries, with which this coun- 
try has little or no intercourse ; and when it is very 
problematical whether in any cafe, they have not . 
more harm than good, and think what folid advantage, 
might be derived from half the expence in fending out 
men of fcience for the purpofeof purchasing works of 
literature and philofophical inftruments, of which ail 
the univerhties and colleges of this country are mcll 
difgracefullydeftitute ; and that the expence of one of 
the three frigates would have fupplied all of them with 
telefcopes equal to that of Dr. Herfchell, and other 
philofophical instruments in the fame great ilyle, to 
the immortal honour of any adrniniflration, I lament 
that the progrefs of national wifdorn fhould be fo flow, 

and 
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and that our country profits fo little by the experience 
an 1 the foilv of others. Tne Ciiinefe never had refi- 
dent ambaflT.idors in any country, and what country 
has fburifhed more than China ? 

A foreigner travelling in the interior part of this 
country, and finding the want of roads, bridges and 
inns, wonders that things of fuch manifeft utility fhould 
not have had more attention paid to them, when he fees 
that great (urns are raifed and expended on objects, the 
ule of which is at beft very doubtful. And men of letters 
coming co refide here, find their hands tied up. Books 
of literature are not to be had, and philofophical in- 
ftruments can neither be made nor purchafed. Every 
thing of the kind mull be had from Europe, and pay 
a duty on importation. 

But all this may be fhort fighted {peculation; and 
it may be, nay I doubt not it is, better for the world at 
large, that its progrefs fhould not be fo r apid ; that a 
long Mate of infancy, childhood and folly, fhould precede 
that of manhood and true wifdom ; and that vices, 
which will fpring up in all countries, are better check- 
ed by the calamities of war than by reafon and philo- 
fophy. 

It may be the wife plan of Provideace, by means 
of the lolly of man, to involve this country in the vor- 
tex of European politics, and the mifery of European 
wars ; and to prevent the importation of the means of 
knowledge till a better ufe would be made of them. 
Nations make flower advances in wifdom than indi- 
vidual men, in fome proportion to their longer du- 
ration. But what they acquire at a greater expence, 
they retain better; fo that, I doubt not. there is much 
wifdom in that part of the general conftitution of things. 
A ftranger is apt to wonder that political animofi- 
ty mould have got to fo great a height in this country, 
when all were fo lately united in their" conteft with a 
common enemy ; and that their enmity, which cannot 

be 
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fee of longftanding. mould be as inveterate as in the old- 
«ft countries, where parties have fubfifted time imme- 
morial. Bat it may be the defign of Providence, by 
this means, to divide this widely extended country into 
fmaller States, which mail be at war with each other, 
that by their common f'ufferings their common vices may 
be corrected, and thus lay a foundation for the folid ac- 
quisition of wifdom ; which will be more valued in con- 
fequence of having been more dearly bought, in fome 
future age. 

Divided as the people of this country are, fome in 
favour of France, and others of England, I mould not 
much wonder, if the decihon of the government in fa- 
vour of either of them fhould be the caufe of a civil 
war. But even this, the mod calamitous of all events, 
would promote a greater agitation of men's minds, and 
be a more effe&ual check to the progre fs of luxury, vice , 
and folly, than any other mode of difcipline, and at 
the fame time that it will evince the folly of man, may 
difplay the wifdom of Him that ruleth in the kingdoms 
of men, and who appoints for all nations fuch govern- 
ments, and fuch governors, as their ftate, and that of 
other countries connected with them, really requires. 
Pharaoh occupied as important a Ration in the plan of 
Divine Providence, as king David, though called a man 
after God's own heart. For his wife and excellent pur- 
pofes, one was as neceffary as the other. 

Many lives, no doubt, will be loft in war, civil or 
foreign'; but men muft die ; and if the deftru&ion of 
one generation be the means of producing another which 
fliall be wifer and better, the good will exceed the evil, 
great as it may be, and greatly to be deplored as all e- 



vils ought to be. 



A ftranger naturally expecls to find a greater fim- 
plicity of manners, and more virtue, in this new coun- 
try, as it is called, than in the old ones. But a nearer 
acquaintance with it, will convince him, that confider- 

ing 
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in^ how eafily fubfiftence is procured here, and confe- 
quently how few incitements there are to the vices of 

wer claries especially, there is lefs virtue as well a* 
lefs knowledge, than in moll of the countries of Eu- 
rope. In many parts of the United States there is al- 
io lefs religion, at leaft of a rational and ufefal kind. 
A I -./here there is no fenfe of religion, no fear of God, 
or refpect to a future Rate, there will be no good morals 
that can be depended upon. Laws may reftrain the 
exc.ifes of vice, but they cannot impart the principle* 
of virtue. 

Infidelity has made great progrefs in France, 
through all the continent of Europe, and alfo in En- 
gland ; but I much queftion whether it be not as great in 
America ; and the want of information in the people at 
large, makt s rhoufands of them the dupes of fuch mal- 
low writings as thofe of Mr. Paine, and the French un- 
b lievers. feveral of which are tranflated and publiftied 
1 either through want of knowledge, or of zeal, 
' : i ; n< ng is done by the friends of Revelation, to 
Hop the baneful torrent. 

A 1 : this, however, I doubt not, will appear to 
hav< heen ultimately for the befl. Let temperate and 
wi men forwarn the country of its danger, and, as they 
are in duty bound, endeavour to prevent, or alleviate, 
evils of every kind. Their conduct will meet the ap- 
probation of the great Governor of the univerfe; and, 
in all events, He, whofe will no foreign power can con- 
trol, being the true and benevolent parent of all the hu- 
man race, will provide for the happineis of his offspring 
in the mod effectual manner, theugh, to our imperfect 
underftanding, the fteps which lead to it be incompre- 
henfible. We muft not do evil that good may come, 
becaufe our underftanding is finite, and therefore we 
cannot be hire that the good we intend will come. But 
the Divine Being, whofe iorefight is unerring, continual- 
ly acts upon that maxim, and, as we fee, to the great- 
est advantage. 
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